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On December 10th 2019, the Municipality 
of Meafrod and Envision-Tatham completed 
a public consultation process to establish 
community goals and define a vision for Centre 
Street Park.  

The public consultation process was initiated 
with an information and design charrette session 
held on November 26th 2019. During the event 
participants developed group designs identifying 
preferred uses of the park. Participants of the 
design charrette also completed individual 
comment sheets and sketches.  Further to the 
design charrette evening, written comments 
were received up until December 10th, 2019. 
Through comment sheet feedback and group 
designs from 54 participants, the public 
confirmed that:

• The park should provide various walkways 
and trail loops including a connection to the 
existing Trout Hollow Trail;

• Natural features of the park, such as the 
existing forested areas and meadow, should 
be maintained and enhanced;

• The site’s topography should be utilized for 
activities such as tobogganing and lookout 
points facing the Bighead River; 

• Amenities such as a small to medium size 
parking lot, picnic shelter, pickleball courts, 
a small playground and washroom are 
desirable features;

• The park should support winter activities like 

O
V

E
R

V
IE

W

snowshoeing and cross-country skiing to 
encourage year round use;

• Establishing a leash free dog park on a 
portion of the site has mixed views.

 
The responses gathered through the public 
consultation process provided the foundation 
for the development of design objectives that 
will guide the creation of a park concept. 
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The community engagement process was focused 
on gaining an understanding of the needs and 
preferences of the public. Through the use of 
individual comment sheets and a group design 
session residents were given the opportunity to 
express their vision for Centre Street Park. 

On November 26th following a brief presentation, 
participants were asked to discuss ideas in a group 
and sketch agreed upon park activities/uses on 
a plan (see Figure 3 on page 4 for examples). 
Participants were also provided with individual 
comment sheets (Figure 1) and site plans which 
allowed for individual preferences and concerns 
to be expressed. To understand participants 
proximity to the park, each person was given a 
sticker and asked to mark where they live on a 
map (see Figure 2 on page 3). 

After November 26th the presentation slides 
were posted on the Municipality’s website and 
the public was invited to provide comments via 
mail or email up until December 10, 2019. 

At the conclusion of the community engagement, 
the data from the various sources were 
consolidated to summarize the preferences 
of individuals and to document and rank the 
many ideas generated through group design 
collaborations and individual input. This 
information is being used to guide design 
decision-making with respect to defining site 
uses and amenities. 
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FIGURE 1 -  Comment Sheet
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FIGURE 2 -  Participant Proximity Survey

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
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FIGURE 3 -  Sample Group Designs

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
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The ideas expressed through the group design charrette, the comment sheets, individual sketches 
and email/mail responses were analyzed and grouped into ‘silos’ so that they could be categorized 
and quantified. 

Each comment or idea received was given a value using a point system. The point value assigned 
to each comment type is summarized below:

• Individual comments from ‘Comment Sheets’ = 1 point each (+/-) 

• Individual comments from ‘11x17 Sketches’ = 1 point each (+/-) 

• Individual comments from ‘Email/ Mail Response’ = 1 point each (+/-) 

• Group objectives expressed through ‘Charrette Design’ = 4 points each (+/-) 

This process yielded a bar graph representation of all the categorized ideas ranked from highest 
to lowest priority based on the number of design groups and individuals that supported each 
idea (see Figure 4).  The resulting ranked list provides a sense of how many other participants 
supported the same objectives.

This information is important to the consensus building and design process, as the prioritization 
of the capital budget allocations will be focused on ideas that received the highest level of public 
support.  

For the complete list of categorized comments and comment sheets, individual sketches, email 
responses and charrette designs prepared by all participants, refer to the Appendix.
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FIGURE 5 -  Charrette & Comment Summary

Charrette & Comment Summary

SUMMARY & RESULTS
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DESIGN OBJECTIVES 

The key findings from the community engagement process was utilized to develop the following  design 
objectives: 

1. Develop internal walkway/ trail system to provide walking and hiking opportunities for all ages; 

2. Provide a trail connection to the existing Trout Hollow Trail with way-finding;

3. Provide a small to medium sized parking lot to improve site access; 

4. Provide a centralized shade structure (pavilion or shade sails) to support a community gathering space;

5. Modify grades in the park to enhance existing topography to provide views of the Bighead River and to 
define a safe area for winter tobogganing;

6. Provide a pickleball court;  

7. Provide portable washrooms and appropriate screening to reduce visual impact of the structures;

8. Naturalize a portion of the park to create a natural aesthetic, reduce maintenance, create habitat and 
realize other environmental benefits;

9. Preserve existing trees in the park for shade, buffering and aesthetic benefits (where possible);

10. Provide a children’s playground that accommodates a diversity of age groups and skill levels, and 
ensure compliance with the Canadian Standards Association (CSA) and the Accessibility for Ontarians 
with Disabilities Act (AODA);

11. Provide a picnic area for multiple families.;

12. Provide appropriate site furnishings to support the park amenities (seating, waste receptacles, bike 
racks, signage, etc.;

13. Ensure, where possible, the main features of the park are accessible to all users in accordance with 
AODA.

NEXT STEPS

The design team will advance the conceptual design of the park amenities and spaces in context of the 
final approved design objectives and available budget. Although the goal will be to accommodate as much 
as possible in the design, emphasis will be on the top-ranked amenities that are supported by the project 
budget.  The rankings will guide decision-making during the design process to maximize the park’s benefit 
to Meaford residents.
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