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1 Introduction 
The Municipality of Meaford is developing its first Transportation Master Plan 
(TMP). The TMP will be a strategic long-term plan guiding the management of 
transportation infrastructure and investment into improvements to operations 
and safety of all modes of travel and goods movement. The TMP is a plan for 
responding to changing demographics, growing tourism and seasonal traffic, 
aging infrastructure and associated costs, and increasing demand for safe 
walking, cycling, and recreational travel infrastructure. 

1.1 About This Report 
This Needs and Opportunities report identifies a wide range of policies, 
infrastructure investments, and programs under consideration for the TMP. 
These address the issues and trends identified in the Existing Conditions report, 
through public and stakeholder consultation, plus a look at the future needs to 
2045. Measures will be further refined in the upcoming Alternative Solutions 
report for incorporation into the Final TMP. The study process is summarized in 
Exhibit 1.1. 

Exhibit 1.1: Study Process 

 
 
This report documents the following:  

• The TMP’s vision, goals and directions - the process and inputs 
involved in developing and finalizing the study’s vision statement, 
explicit goals and supporting directions. 

• Future conditions – an assessment of the future state of 
transportation in Meaford to the planning horizon of 2045. 

• Needs and opportunities – an initial identification of Meaford’s 
transportation needs and potential infrastructure projects, policies and 
other strategies to address these needs.  

• Planning solutions – strategic alternatives building on the needs 
assessment to address the vision, goals and directions. 

The planning solutions identified in this report, and the projects and policies 
within the solutions, will be evaluated and refined in the Alternative Solutions 
report to form the recommendations of the TMP.   
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2 Vision, Goals and Directions 
2.1 What is a Vision Statement? 
A TMP’s vision statement presents, at a high level, the desired future state of 
the Municipality’s transportation system. The vision helps to shape the direction 
of the plan, in that recommendations and strategies are developed to support 
the vision. The plan will provide the Municipality a tool to build towards the vision 
in incremental progression over the coming years.  

2.2 Policy Context 
The vision and goals were developed in an iterative and collaborative process. 
The initial draft was developed by building from previous plans and policies at 
the municipal and the county levels, including: 

• Meaford TMP Request for Proposal, 

• Meaford Official Plan, 

• Meaford Council Strategic Priorities 2019-2022, 

• Sustainable Meaford, 

• Grey County Official Plan, 

• Grey County Transportation Master Plan, and 

• Grey County Council Strategic Plan 2017-2019. 
The key directions embedded in these previous studies provided a starting point 
and represented previous efforts to determine the public’s vision for Meaford’s 
future. Excerpts from these documents, as they relate to transportation planning 
visions and objectives, are provided in Appendix A. 

2.3 Public Consultation 
The study’s vision and goals need to reflect the broader community’s ambitions 
and objectives. The vision and goals need to align with how residents, business 
owners, employees, and visitors want the municipality to grow. As such, the 
draft vision and goals were presented to the public and to stakeholders during 
the first round of public and stakeholder engagement.  
Members of the public were able to provide comments on the draft vision and 
goals through the online and telephone survey which was available between 
May 7 and June 7, 2020. A total of 308 submissions were received where 65% 
responded that they like the vision statement as written, while 22% added it 
needed some changes. Only 13% did not like the draft version of the vision 
statement. Respondents were able to provide comments on how to improve the 
vision, goals and directions. These have been reviewed and incorporated into 
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the final versions presented below. A Public Consultation Summary is provided 
separately from this report with more information on the comments received. 

2.4 Vision Statement 

The Municipality of Meaford will provide a sustainable, connected and 
economical multi-modal transportation system where goods and 
agricultural equipment are moved efficiently and people of all ages 
and abilities can travel safely. 

The intent of the vision statement is to inform the reader about the important of 
sustainability, supporting the economy and safety. ‘Sustainable’ refers both to 
fiscal sustainability and environmental sustainability ’Connected’ refers to the 
importance of providing easy access between destinations within and outside of 
Meaford. “Economical” refers to the need that transportation infrastructure and 
policy decisions must be affordable for the municipality and taxpayers. The 
vision also acknowledges the importance of the agricultural industry to 
Meaford’s prosperity. Finally, it is important that safe and efficient travel be 
available to all residents, regardless of age and ability and their chosen mode of 
travel. 

2.5 Goals and Directions 
Four key goals and 16 directions have been identified. These goals and 
directions build upon the vision statement and provide more details. All 
strategies, projects and other recommendations developed for the final TMP 
should address at least one of the directions listed with one of the four goals 
below and be consistent with the overall vision for future Meaford. 

Meaford’s transportation system will: 

Goal #1: Meet the needs of present and future urban and rural residents 
and businesses. 
• Direction #1: Develop a multi-modal transportation network that 

enables efficient regional travel and sustainable travel choices. 

• Direction #2: Enable the efficient movement of goods and 
agricultural equipment. 

• Direction #3: Support economic development and tourism. 

• Direction #4: Increase access to opportunity for residents and 
businesses. 



IBI GROUP REPORT 
Meaford Transportation Master Plan: Needs and Opportunities 
Prepared for Municipality of Meaford 

November 20, 2020 4 

Goal #2: Be delivered and maintained in a fiscally responsible and 
sustainable manner. 
• Direction #5: Prioritize maintenance and operations of existing 

infrastructure. 

• Direction #6: Improve operations and maintenance policies and 
procedures and consider life-cycle costs in all infrastructure 
decisions. 

• Direction #7: Become more resilient to impacts from climate change. 

• Direction #8: Embrace sustainable transportation practices and the 
emerging shared economy. 

Goal #3: Enhance safety, accessibility, equity and inclusivity to support 
active, healthy lifestyles and livable communities. 
• Direction #9: Improve traffic safety for all road users. 

• Direction #10: Enable active transportation as an everyday option for 
residents of all ages and abilities. 

• Direction #11: Enhance connections to recreational trails and 
facilities. 

• Direction #12: Support the regional public transit and specialized 
transit plans. 

Goal #4: Support environmental sustainability and climate change 
objectives. 
• Direction #13: Reduce the reliance on single-occupancy vehicles. 

• Direction #14: Transition to a more integrated multi-modal 
transportation system. 

• Direction #15: Contribute to a reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

• Direction #16: Protect Meaford’s natural and cultural heritage. 
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3 Future Conditions 
Meaford is growing with several new developments in various stages of the 
planning process. Over the coming years there will also be background 
economic and tourism growth in the province, and changing demographics 
including the aging population and other trends described in the Existing 
Conditions report. These changes will increase demand on the transportation 
network and increase attention on other needs such as safety, efficiency of 
travel, and goods and agricultural movement.  
This section provides a picture of future conditions to identify the issues and 
needs that will arise. Future conditions are looked at in terms of growth, 
demographics, travel demand, and technological changes occurring or 
expected. 

Forecasts for population and employment are taken from the Grey County 
Growth Management Strategy. The analysis in this section also uses 
development planning applications (as of early 2020) for assessment of road 
network needs.  
This section also discusses the latest emerging technologies in transportation, 
and how Meaford may be able to take advantage of them. These include on-
demand transit service, autonomous vehicles, and electric vehicles.  
A TMP provides a “road map” as to the planning needs for Meaford to meet 
future challenges. It is necessary to monitor progress towards the TMP and the 
trends used to inform it and update the TMP over time.  

  

The COVID-19 pandemic has created uncertainty about the future. The long-
term impacts from this crisis are difficult to predict. Working from home may 
become the new normal for many more people. In that situation, being 
geographically located near major job markets is no longer a necessity. For 
Meaford, this could mean increased demand for its small-town way of life. 
Impacts to transportation are also possible with less need to support heavy 
commuting flows into employment areas, and greater need for safe walking and 
cycling as a form of safe, socially-distanced mobility. 
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3.1 Population, Employment and Land Use Forecasts 
This section examines population and employment growth to 2045, 
demographic changes, and development plans and their locations to assess the 
impacts and needs of these changes on the transportation network.  

Meaford is Growing 
Population and employment are expected to grow, mostly in the areas in and 
around urban Meaford to the 2045 planning horizon. Meaford’s population is 
expected to grow by approximately 1,600 residents (+14%) by 2045, while over 
500 jobs are expected to be added to the Municipality (+17%). Exhibit 3.1 
presents forecasted permanent population, households and employment in 
Meaford through to the 2045 study horizon.  

Exhibit 3.1: Forecasted Population and Employment in Meaford 
Measure 2016 2021 2026 2031 2036 2041 2045 Annual Growth Rate 
Population 11,250 11,530 n/a 12,180 12,440 12,650 12,870 0.45% 
Households 4,820 4,990 n/a 5,270 5,390 5,470 5,570 0.48% 
Employment 3,420 3,560 n/a 3,660 3,780 3,920 3,990 0.52% 

Source: Grey County Growth Management Strategy (GMS) – Forecast and Land Supply Review and Update 
(2017); 2045 projections were extrapolated from GMS forecasts  
*Note: 2016 population differs from the number stated in other TMP documents (10,991) due to the Grey County 
GMS including the adjustment for Census net undercoverage. 

The allocation of this growth is discussed below and its impact on traffic levels is 
assessed in Section 3.2. 

Future Land Use and Distribution of Growth 
The physical distribution of Meaford’s expected growth is important to identifying 
transportation needs. The allocation of growth has been projected based on the 
policies outlined in Meaford’s Official Plan as well as a snapshot of existing 
development applications at the time this report was written.  
Meaford’s Official Plan aims to “direct the majority of new residential and 
employment growth to the urban area, where full municipal services and other 
community facilities exist” and to “encourage development having location, 
density and connectivity that supports and enhances active and alternative 
modes of transportation.”  
The above policies point towards infilling empty lots in the urban area and 
increasing overall densities. The compact development in urban Meaford bodes 
well for alternative travel modes such as walking and cycling. As density 
increases, public transit will become a more attractive option. Meaford needs to 
ensure they provide the support to enable active transportation and transit as 
viable modes of travel. 
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Ongoing development applications reflect the objective of directing more 
population and employment into the urban area. There were over 2,400 
residential units in various stages of planning and development as of February 
2020. Development pressure in Meaford is higher than what was contemplated 
in the Grey County Growth Management Strategy. Reflecting the range of 
uncertainty, the approach taken for the TMP was to apply the more aggressive 
growth projections (i.e. development applications). Using this approach where 
development and growth projections may be overstated helps to identify all 
potential transportation needs within the TMP’s planning horizon. Slower growth, 
however, would delay the timing of identified infrastructure needs.  
With input from Meaford Development Services staff, the following planning 
horizons were developed for the purposes of the TMP and future traffic 
projections to the 2045 planning horizon.  

• Short term (by 2025), 

• Medium term (by 2030), and 

• Long term (by 2045). 
Of the more than 2,400 residential units planned, 438 units are expected in the 
short term (by 2025) and 705 additional units are expected in the medium term 
(by 2030).  
Non-residential development applications include a boutique hotel, cottages, a 
winery, a cidery, a church, a school, an industrial use and a commercial use. 
Development applications are at various stages of progress, and not all are 
certain to materialize. However, there is also a possibility that new proposals 
replace those proposals in the longer-term. Development applications are 
detailed in Appendix C and their location within Meaford shown in Exhibit 3.3 
and Exhibit 3.4. 
Residential and commercial growth will trigger a greater need for intersection 
upgrades, operational improvements and active transportation facilities, increase 
demand for transit and increase the ongoing maintenance burden. 

The Population is Aging 
How the population is growing is important to how transportation must be 
planned. While Meaford-specific forecasts are not available, the trend can be 
inferred from Grey County data. In Grey County, the share of the population 
aged 65 or older is expected to grow from one quarter in 2018 to one third in 
20451. Meanwhile, the share of the population under 25 years old is expected to 
decrease slightly, from 25.5% to 24.4%. The share of the Grey County 
population between 25 and 64 is forecasted to fall significantly, from 49.9% to 
42.7%. Further details are presented in Exhibit 3.4.  

                                            
1 Ministry of Finance, Ontario Population Projections, 2018–2046. Table 4: Historical and projected population by 
census division, selected years — reference scenario 
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The forecast of an aging population in Grey County can broadly be applied to 
Meaford, but it is important to note that the Meaford population is already older 
than Grey County according to 2016 Census data. The median age in Meaford 
was 53 years old in 2016. Grey County, by comparison, was 49. In Meaford, 
28% of the population was 65 years and older in 2016.  

Exhibit 3.2: Forecasted Population Share by Age Cohort, Grey County (2018-2045) 

 
Source: Ontario Population Projections, 2018-2046 – Ministry of Finance 

The largest cohorts are in the 55-69 range today, which means that in just 15 years, the 
largest segments could be in the cohorts above 70 years of age. This ongoing demographic 
shift will impact the transportation needs of Meaford. With a significant decrease in the share 
of working-age population, commute-based trips will not rise at the same rate as overall trips. 
With improved health care and higher life expectancy, people aged 65 and older are tending 
to stay more active. This means more trips for social or recreational purposes than previous 
generations of retirees. Driving will continue to be a dominant mode of mobility  
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Exhibit 3.3: Urban Development Map 
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Exhibit 3.4: Rural Development Map 
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among this cohort, while walking and to a lesser extent cycling can be important 
travel modes for people 65 and older.  
For all modes of travel, safety is a priority when looking at needs for people 
aged 65 and older. For drivers and other road users, safe road design meeting 
appropriate standards (e.g. Transport Association of Canada, Ontario Traffic 
Manual) is a requirement for new construction. The municipality should also look 
to, over time, addressing locations known to have safety concerns or where 
standards are not met. These locations can be identified by collision records or 
through knowledge of staff and input from the public.  
Populations aged 65 and older may be particularly sensitive to roads lacking 
sidewalks, and destinations lacking accessible parking. Addressing sidewalk 
deficiencies and maintaining accessible parking requirements are thus 
incorporated into the TMP. An aging population may also increase demand for 
transit (including specialized transit) as it provides mobility for those who can no 
longer safely drive.  

The Future Job Market 
The types of jobs available in Meaford have been changing and will continue to 
adapt to new economic conditions. Manufacturing and other industrial sectors 
are declining, while a higher proportion of future jobs in Meaford will be in sales, 
services and professional fields2. Tourism, including agri-tourism and 
recreational tourism, is also growing in Meaford, pointing to the need for 
improved access to points in rural Meaford. New cideries and wineries, attractive 
touring cycling and a growing seasonal population are contributing the growth in 
the sales and service fields. Meanwhile, the agricultural industry remains an 
important component of Meaford’s economy, employing a large number of 
seasonal labourers.  

3.2 Travel Demand 
This section assesses where growth in traffic will occur, identifies where 
constraints on traffic operations and goods movement may occur and identifies 
potential solutions to address these constraints. Though a significant objective of 
the TMP is to provide more multi-modal opportunities, for simplicity, this analysis 
assumes that all trips will be made by private vehicles. This represents a sort of 
worst case scenario for traffic congestion. 
Developments that will generate traffic growth in were identified through 
Meaford’s Development Status Map. The identified development sites are 
detailed in Appendix C.  
Each development is subject to its own traffic impact assessment and separate 
review. For the purposes of the TMP, traffic generation was estimated and roads 
serving developments expected to accommodate traffic growth were identified.  

                                            
2 Grey County Growth Management Strategy Update (2015), page 13 
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To estimate traffic growth, trip generation estimates were taken from the Institute 
of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip Generation Manual, 10th Edition 
(September 2017). The trip generation estimates by traffic peak hour (i.e. 
Weekday AM, Weekday PM, and Saturday Midday) and development phasing 
timeline are summarized in Appendix B. 
Within the urban area, developments identified under the short-term timeline (i.e. 
by 2025) will increase hourly traffic volumes by approximately 300 to 700 trips 
during the Weekday AM, Weekday PM, and Saturday Midday peak hours. By 
2030, an additional 300 to 400 trips will be generated during all peak hours due 
to the medium-term developments. Further increases to traffic by an additional 
300 to 500 trips will be generated by 2045 due to the long-term developments.  
Outside of the urban area, there is one major development to note. The 
Parkbridge residential development is proposed to include approximately 1,000 
residential units, with construction starting in the short term, and 35-50 homes 
completed each year3. For the purposes of this study, the project has been 
divided into three phases, matching the planning horizons identified previously. 
The portion to be built between 2026 and 2045 will add approximately 600 to 
700 peak hour trips to the transportation network. A portion of the trips 
associated with this proposed development will also impact the urban area, 
mainly along Highway 26. 
Exhibit 3.5 illustrates the combined traffic impacts from these proposed 
developments. Highway 26, Sykes Street and St. Vincent Street / Grey Road 7 
will experience most of the forecasted traffic volumes resulting from 
development activity. 

3.3 Constraints and Potential Improvements 

Growth-Related Constraints 
Upon review of the corridors impacted by traffic growth, preliminary constraints 
were identified. The locations of these constraints are illustrated in Exhibit 3.6 
and Exhibit 3.7. A list of the identified constraints and preliminary 
recommendations is presented in Exhibit 3.8. Growth-related constraints include 
all intersections along Sykes St, the corridor expected to be the most impacted 
by the growth of the community, as well as the Ridge Road-Person St corridor. 

Operational and Geometric Constraints 
Additional safety or geometric issues have been identified through public and 
stakeholder consultation. These include sight distance and visibility issues, 
constrained cross-sections and speeding and other safety issues. The locations 
of these constraints are also illustrated in Exhibit 3.6 and Exhibit 3.7. A list of 
these issues and preliminary recommendations is presented in Exhibit 3.9.   

                                            
3 Bayshore Broadcasting, Developer Details Plans for Meaford Property, Sept. 27, 2018 (retrieved June 18, 2020)  
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Exhibit 3.5: Development Traffic Impacts  
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Exhibit 3.6: Future Constrained Intersections and Corridors – Urban 
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Exhibit 3.7: Future Constrained Intersections and Corridors – Rural 
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Exhibit 3.8: Growth-Related Road Network Constraints and Potential Strategies and Actions 
ID Location Constraint Potential Strategies / Actions 
a St. Vincent St and 

S Sykes St 
Potential for operational 
changes needed to 
accommodate growth, 
potential safety concerns 
with the existing skewed, 
five-legged intersection.  

Work with Grey County to complete a 
safety review to determine if the 
intersection should be realigned, and to 
complete a preliminary roundabout 
analysis to determine if a roundabout is 
a better alternative to the existing 
signals. 

b Coleman St and S 
Sykes St 

Operational constraints 
due to development 
growth in area.  

Undertake a traffic control study or 
signal warrant. 

c Ivan St and S 
Sykes St 

Operational constraints 
due to development 
growth in area.  

Undertake a traffic control study or 
signal warrant. 

d Edwin St / Margaret 
St and S Sykes St 

Operational constraints 
due to development 
growth in area.  

Undertake a traffic control study or 
signal warrant. 

e Boucher St and S 
Sykes St 

Operational constraints 
due to development 
growth in area.  

Undertake a traffic control study or 
signal warrant. 

g Trowbridge St and 
N Sykes St 

Operational constraints 
due to development 
growth in area.  

Complete a core area traffic 
assessment, focused on downtown 
Meaford (from Berry Street to William 
Street) and include intersection-specific 
recommended assessments identified 
in this TMP (e.g., Berry Street and 
Sykes Street intersection sightline 
assessment and one-way street 
review). Note that the intersection of 
Nelson and Sykes St is under the 
jurisdiction of Grey County, requiring 
County involvement in this project. 

h Nelson St and N 
Sykes St 

Operational constraints 
due to development 
growth in area.  

i Collingwood St and 
N Sykes St 

Operational constraints 
due to development 
growth in area.  

j Parker St and N 
Sykes St 

Operational constraints 
due to development 
growth in area.  

k Lombard St / 
Bayfield St and N 
Sykes St 

Operational constraints 
due to development 
growth in area.  

l Albert St and N 
Sykes St 

Operational constraints 
due to development 
growth in area.  

m Cook St and N 
Sykes St 

Operational constraints 
due to development 
growth in area.  
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ID Location Constraint Potential Strategies / Actions 
o Ridge Rd / Pearson 

St Corridor 
Operational constraints 
due to development 
growth in area. 

Conduct a corridor assessment of 
Ridge Rd / Pearson St, between Sykes 
St N. and Nelson Street to assess 
whether street widening is warranted as 
a result of future growth. Signal warrant 
analyses should be completed at both 
unsignalized intersections. Note that the 
intersection at Ridge Rd and Sykes St 
N is under MTO jurisdiction. 

q Pearson St and 
Nelson St W 

Operational constraints 
due to development 
growth in area. Possible 
alignment issues at this 
intersection may lead to 
safety concerns. 

Work with Grey County to complete a 
signal warrant analysis to determine if 
future growth warrants a traffic signal 
and complete a safety review to 
determine if intersection realignment is 
warranted.   

Exhibit 3.9: Operational and Geometric Road Network Constraints and Potential Strategies and Actions 
ID Location Constraint Potential Strategies / Actions 
f Berry St and S 

Sykes St 
Potential sightlines for 
the eastbound approach 
are constrained due to 
the bridge structure on 
Sykes St that was rebuilt 
in 2019. 

Conduct a sight distance review for all 
approaches at the intersection to 
determine if sufficient sight lines have 
been provided. Sightline issues can be 
solved by prohibiting eastbound travel, 
which would require an additional 
operational review. 

n Ford Ave and N 
Sykes St 

Potential sightline 
constraints.  

Work with the Province to conduct a 
sight distance review for all approaches 
at the intersection to determine if 
sufficient sight lines have been 
provided. 

p Ridge Rd / Pearson 
St Corridor 

Issues with the current 
speed limit.  

Conduct a review of the existing speed 
limits based on TAC guidelines and 
OTM Book 5 to determine if the existing 
speed limits and/or the speed control 
signs are appropriate. 

r St. Vincent St 
Corridor 

Issues with the current 
speed limit here.  

Conduct a review of the existing speed 
limits based on TAC guidelines and 
OTM Book 5 to determine if the existing 
speed limits and/or the speed control 
signs are appropriate. 
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ID Location Constraint Potential Strategies / Actions 
s Miller St Corridor 

(East of Pearson 
St) 

Operational issues due 
to narrow cross-section.  

Conduct a review of the road 
characteristics to determine if Miller 
Street could benefit from being 
converted to a one-way street or 
converted to a cul-de-sac, east of 
Pearson Street. 

t Centreville Rd Issues with the current 
roadside design.  

Refer to the MTO Roadside Design 
Manual to determine if the roadside 
along this corridor is appropriate given 
the road characteristics. 

u Sideroad 22 and 
Concession Rd 6 

Potential sightline 
constraints.  

Conduct a sight distance review for all 
approaches at the intersection to 
determine if sufficient sight lines have 
been provided. 

v Sunny Valley Rd 
Corridor 

Potential sightline 
constraints. 

Conduct a sight distance review for all 
approaches at all intersection 
intersections along Sunny Valley Road 
to determine if sufficient sight lines have 
been provided. 

w Sideroad 30 
Corridor 

Issues with the current 
speed limit.  

Conduct a review of the existing speed 
limits based on TAC guidelines and 
OTM Book 5 to determine if the existing 
speed limits and/or the speed control 
signs are appropriate. 

x St. Vincent – 
Sydenham 
Townline Corridor 

Issues with the current 
speed limit.  

Conduct a review of the existing speed 
limits based on TAC guidelines and 
OTM Book 5 to determine if the existing 
speed limits and/or the speed control 
signs are appropriate. 

y Concession Rd A 
Corridor 

Issues with the current 
speed limit.  

Conduct a review of the existing speed 
limits based on TAC guidelines and 
OTM Book 5 to determine if the existing 
speed limits and/or the speed control 
signs are appropriate. 

z Concession Rd 6 
Corridor 

Issues with the current 
roadside design.  

Refer to the MTO Roadside Design 
Manual to determine if the roadside 
along this corridor is appropriate given 
the road characteristics. 
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3.4 Emerging Technologies in Transportation 
Digital technology advancements that support automated, electric, connected, 
and shared transportation options are changing the future of transportation. New 
mobility services that are currently being launched in larger cities are likely to 
expand to Meaford over time. These are services that will allow people to live 
car free or with fewer vehicles per household and help increase the demand for 
active transportation, transit and greater multi-modality in general. This section 
provides an overview of several opportunities for Meaford to capitalize on 
emerging technologies. 

Online Shopping and Food Delivery 
The growth in online shopping, same or next-day delivery, grocery delivery and 
the proliferation of prepared food delivery apps has reduced the need to travel 
for shopping and eating. These types of services have been available in larger 
cities for some time and will undoubtedly expand to smaller communities as 
economics allow. This trend has been accelerated by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
as people are trying to limit trips away from home as much as possible. These 
services reduce car-dependency, allowing residents to access opportunities that 
would not be otherwise available within walking distance. This may reduce the 
rate of private vehicle ownership across and allow for more independent living, 
particularly among elderly residents. 
In the longer term, aerial drone deliveries may offer faster, more efficient service 
for local goods movement. In a rural context where distances are long and 
densities are low, drones that can fly in a straight line from a distribution centre 
to a rural home. Adoption of this technology will be driven by the private sector, 
but municipalities should be aware of potential issues and benefits. 

Telecommuting and Work-from-Home 
The COVID-19 pandemic has also accelerated a potential shift in workplace 
culture and reduced the need to be at a physical office on a day-to-day basis. 
For employees who are no longer needed at the office on a regular basis, the 
importance of being closely located is reduced. Municipalities like Meaford 
become more attractive for people seeking the smaller-town lifestyle while being 
able to maintain employment, typically located in the bigger cities. This could 
attract new residents and convert existing seasonal inhabitants to full-time 
residents. 

On-Demand Services 
Many small communities are investigating on-demand transit to provide mobility 
options in areas that conventional transit struggles to work efficiently. In Ontario, 
communities such as Brant County, Wellington County, Innisfil, Sault Ste. Marie, 
and Belleville are all testing some form of on-demand transit to serve lower 
density areas. 
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An on-demand transit service where the municipality only covers the cost of trips 
taken aligns operating expenses with ridership, helping to contain costs in lower 
density areas. Modern trip booking, dispatching, and payment-processing 
systems offered by companies like Via On-Demand Transit, RideCo, Pantonium, 
and Spare give municipalities a comprehensive solution and can even provide 
call-centre support for riders who are unable to use smartphone apps. In some 
cases, deployments can incorporate AODA-compliant specialized service like 
Meaford Moves+ to make better use of existing vehicles and drivers. 
The socioeconomic trends in Meaford—increasing number of retirees, 
decreasing persons per household alongside a growing population, and 
commute patterns that see most workers leaving the Municipality to work—all 
hint at more dispersed trip-making that is hard to serve with conventional transit. 
As on-demand alternatives proliferate, Meaford may stand to benefit from the 
improved technologies available to transit operators.  

Electric Vehicles 
Electric vehicles (EV) have become more commonplace on Canadian roads in 
the past decade and trends suggest that the market share of EVs will continue 
growing. Between 2014 and 2019, the number of EVs in Canada grew from just 
10,000 to 136,0004 and Transport Canada has set a target for all light-duty 
vehicles in Canada to be zero-emission (EVs, hydrogen fuel cell, etc.) by 20405. 
Given this federal government support and the consumer demand for EVs, the 
tourists that are an important part of Meaford’s economy will increasingly be 
travelling to and within the community in EVs over the coming years. Meaford’s 
lack of charging stations, as illustrated in Exhibit 3.10, presents a barrier for 
these drivers who must either drive 13 km east to Thornbury or 27 km west to 
Owen Sound to charge their vehicles. The Municipality has been unsuccessful in 
previous provincial grants for EV infrastructure because of the separation of 
Owen Sound, Collingwood, and Barrie along the Highway 26 corridor. Grants 
may have to be offered to fill gaps or the Municipality will have to fully fund these 
chargers. 

                                            
4 Tchir, J. (2020, January 1). We’ll likely see a few electric vehicles on every street by the end of this decade. The 
Globe and Mail. Retrieved from https://www.theglobeandmail.com/drive/mobility/article-well-likely-see-a-few-
electric-vehicles-on-every-street-by-the-end-of/ 
5 Transport Canada (2020, January 31). Zero-emission vehicles. Retrieved from 
https://www.tc.gc.ca/en/services/road/innovative-technologies/zero-emission-vehicles.html 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/drive/mobility/article-well-likely-see-a-few-electric-vehicles-on-every-street-by-the-end-of/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/drive/mobility/article-well-likely-see-a-few-electric-vehicles-on-every-street-by-the-end-of/
https://www.tc.gc.ca/en/services/road/innovative-technologies/zero-emission-vehicles.html
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Exhibit 3.10: Map showing locations of EV charging stations near Meaford 

 
Source: ChargeHub (https://chargehub.com/en/charging-stations-map.html) 

While the lack of charging stations alone may not drive a visitor’s decision to 
come to Meaford, it sets the town apart from its neighbours that offer similar 
vacation experiences while also catering to the needs of EV drivers. 

Shared Micro-Mobility 
Though more popular in larger cities, shared micro-mobility programs including 
shared bicycles, electric-assist bicycles and electric kick scooters have been 
garnering more interest from smaller communities. Meaford’s urban area may be 
a candidate for such services as it grows. This can be a service provided by the 
private sector through permitting agreements or as a form of public transit 
owned by the Municipality or non-profit. Micro-mobility systems have been 
advantageous in helping shift communities to more sustainable travel, exposing 
residents and visitors to cycling and other forms of active or semi-active travel 
that they would otherwise not experience. 

Automated Vehicles 
In the longer term, automated vehicles (AVs) may be ready for deployment on a 
widespread scale. For Meaford, AVs may be available as private vehicles, 
enabling increased mobility for groups who are unable to or unwilling to drive 
themselves. Concurrently, on-demand transit services could be made even 
more cost-effective through automated vehicles.  
Candiac, Quebec, a town of 21,000 on the outskirts of Montreal, was one of the 
first in Canada to pilot AV shuttles in 2018-2019, which operated in mixed traffic 

https://chargehub.com/en/charging-stations-map.html
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between the Chartwell Le Montcalm Retirement Residence, the local bus and 
train station, and the shores of the St. Lawrence.  
For Meaford, these vehicles could augment Meaford Moves+ service and 
provide first-mile/last-mile connections to Grey County’s transit system. 
MTO is currently running a pilot that allows automated vehicles to operate on 
public roads, subject to several conditions, to allow the Province, municipalities, 
and vehicle operators to gain experience with this technology under local 
conditions.  
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4 Needs and Opportunities 
This section develops potential strategies to meet the needs of Meaford through 
2045. The strategies and projects outlined below form the preliminary “long list” 
of strategies that are to be further refined through the TMP process. At this time, 
strategies are grouped into the following themes: 

• Mobility: The ability of people to travel efficiently on the road network 
by car, and by walking, cycling, and transit where economically 
feasible; 

• Goods movement: Meeting the needs and supporting the farming 
industry and trucking within and through Meaford; 

• Maintenance: Maintaining a state of good repair for the 
transportation network including rural roads that service agriculture 
and urban roads that accommodate all modes of travel; 

• Safety: Safety improvements and speed reduction strategies are 
needed at locations, as well as a framework to address future traffic 
calming requests; 

• New technology: Plan for and incorporate electric cars, 
transportation service providers, and autonomous cars.  

The potential strategies will be incorporated into the alternatives 
assessment and assessed in further detail. As noted, these are identified 
as potential strategies and are not yet recommendations.  

4.1 Mobility 

The road network must accommodate growth 
Most of Meaford’s municipal rural and urban road network has sufficient capacity 
to accommodate growth, however, key corridors identified in Section 3.3 are 
subject to increased traffic levels with tourism growth and developments.  
Within the urban area, Sykes Street (Highway 26 connecting link) is the main 
arterial and will experience the most growth. Traffic operations and safety along 
the corridor may deteriorate. Specifically, intersections with Ridge Road, Nelson 
Street and St. Vincent Street/McKibbon Drive should be subjected to operational 
assessments periodically as growth occurs. Several of these intersections have 
reduced or limited sight-distances, and while there may be sufficient capacity in 
the network, drivers can experience long delays waiting for a gap to turn onto 
Highway 26. Over time and occasionally these types of delays can lead to driver 
frustration and unsafe manoeuvres.  
Other corridors in the urban area will also experience impacts from 
development-based traffic growth. These include St. Vincent Street, Nelson 
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Street and Miller Street. Future study by both the Municipality and the County of 
Grey would be required as growth occurs. 
Changes to the road network are also being driven by safety deficiencies. These 
locations are discussed in Section 4.4. 

Potential projects, strategies and policies include: 
• Complete traffic operations study or signal warrant analysis at 

intersections identified in Section 3.3 and Exhibit 3.8.  

• Given the long list of intersections identified along Sykes Street / 
Highway 26, undertake a core area traffic assessment. 

• Undertake a downtown parking study to ensure adequate supply of 
parking, including accessible parking, and address areas where 
parking on residential streets creates mobility issues. 

• Implement capacity improvements on corridors outlined in Section 
3.3: 

• Highway 26 / Sykes St 

• St. Vincent St (Grey Road 7) 

• Nelson St / Miller St (Grey Road 12) 

• Conduct a corridor assessment of Pearson St / Ridge Road, between 
Sykes St N. and Nelson Street. 

• Upgrade Side Road 8 and Concession Rd 2 N to complete the “paved 
loop” through rural Meaford north of Highway 26. 

• Construct new east-west route connecting Thornbury with Owen 
Sound, aligned between midway between County Road 40 and 
Highway 26 (see Section 4.2 Goods Movement and 4.4 Safety for 
additional justification for considering this alternative). 

• Construct truck bypass route to remove through traffic from 
Downtown Meaford. 

Support active transportation as a community health objective  
Demand for safer walking and cycling facilities has been growing in Meaford. 
Walking is a common mode of travel in the urban areas, but challenges persist. 
The sidewalk network has gaps and many roads have no sidewalks at all. An 
incomplete network of sidewalks forces pedestrians to share the road with 
vehicles, presents barriers to people who rely on mobility devices, and generally 
discourages walking as a form of transportation or recreation. 
Cycling in Meaford has been primarily a recreational activity and rural cycling will 
be a key component of the cycling network plan. However, utility cycling has 
growth potential. The compact nature of the urban area and relatively low traffic 
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volumes mean that cycling could be an easy, convenient mode for many people, 
if the right infrastructure is available. A utilitarian cycling approach can also help 
to support recreational cycling, by providing connections to the important trails in 
Meaford, such as the Georgian Trail and the Tom Thompson Trail. 
There are other forms are active mobility beyond walking and cycling. All are 
valid and need to be considered in the planning and design of active 
transportation infrastructure. These include wheelchairs, hand bicycles, tricycles, 
mobility scooters, kick scooters, skateboards, rollerblades and more. 

Potential projects, strategies and policies include: 
• Identify and prioritize infilling sidewalk gaps (to be completed as part 

of this TMP). 

• Retrofit sidewalks and sidewalk ramps to meet AODA standards. 

• Adopt a new policy that all municipal streets within the urban 
settlement area are to be upgraded with sidewalks on at least one 
side and identify the conditions where sidewalks should be 
considered on both sides of the street. 

• Investigate Sykes St pedestrian crossovers at: 

• Coleman St, 

• Boucher St, 

• Parker St, 

• Bayfield St, 

• Grandview Dr, and 

• Ridge Rd. 
Some of these locations overlap with road constraint locations and 
may be candidates for other intersection treatments. 

• Investigate Nelson St pedestrian crossovers at: 

• Noble St, and 

• Thompson St 
Some of these locations overlap with road constraint locations and 
may be candidates for other intersection treatments. 

• Identify a cycling network (to be completed as part of this TMP). 

• Adopt OTM policy that paved shoulders be constructed on cycling 
routes with an AADT higher than 700 vehicles. 

• Adopt a new policy that commercial developments provide bicycle 
parking or incorporate bicycle parking into design guidelines. 
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• Invest in bicycle parking in urban Meaford. 

Regional transit should be supported 
Public transit has not historically been a meaningful method of travelling around 
Meaford. However, it can play an important role in improving accessibility and 
mobility for those without access to private cars, which are stated goals and 
objectives of the TMP. Grey County is planning a new transit service with the 
Grey Transit Route initiative. Details are limited at the current time.  

Potential projects, strategies and policies include: 
• Support Grey Transit Route: 

• Support the first and last mile of transit trips through initiatives 
such as sidewalk connections, parking areas, bicycle storage, 
etc. 

4.2 Goods Movement 

The rural road network needs to support agricultural economy 
The agricultural sector is a major component of Meaford’s economy and needs a 
functional and efficient road network to provide access for equipment and goods 
movement.  
Concerns have been raised by the public and stakeholders that rehabilitation 
and repair to the rural roads is falling behind, causing increased trip distances as 
detours are sought, additional wear and tear on vehicles and the loss of 
products due to tip-over incidents. The agricultural community has raised 
concern that the economic output that is supported to the rural road network 
should be a factor in the decision-making process to prioritize rehabilitation and 
repair work. 
Farming operations also make use of the road network to move agricultural 
equipment. While heavy farm equipment can be a road hazard, generally, 
equipment movement is handled responsibly by farmers during daylight hours, 
avoiding busy roads where possible, and without undue delays to background 
traffic.  
There are also growing agri-tourism and retail operations in Meaford, which 
should be supported. Wineries, cideries and other farm-based retail operations 
need safe, attractive and convenience access to attract visitors and customers. 
Paved roads may assist in attracting customers to these businesses and should 
be considered where warranted. 
A data-driven approach is needed to ensure key economic factors are integrated 
into the framework for prioritizing projects, a shift to an approach that more fairly 
balances the needs of the rural and agricultural communities with those of the 
urban area. 
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Potential projects, strategies and policies include: 
• Adjust maintenance and upgrade priorities using a data-driven 

approach and warrants, considering economic output. 

• Upgrade Side Road 8 and Concession Rd 2 N to complete the “paved 
loop” through rural Meaford north of Highway 26. (Strategy also 
identified in under 4.1 Mobility.) 

• Construct new east-west route connecting Thornbury with Owen 
Sound, aligned between midway between County Road 40 and 
Highway 26. (Strategy also identified in under 4.1 Mobility.) 

• Develop a paved shoulder policy that accounts for the movement of 
oversized agricultural equipment. (Potentially complements paved 
shoulder policy identified under 4.1 Mobility.) 

• Consider bylaw restricting equipment movement to daytime hours. 

Better manage truck movements 
Goods movement, with associated heavy trucks, is a key part of the economy 
and the trucking industry should be supported. Some concerns have been 
raised by the public and stakeholders about heavy trucks operating through 
downtown Meaford as they create noise, vibration, and safety concerns. Other 
concerns have been noted of through trucks taking shortcuts on Meaford’s 
municipal roads.  
Meaford does not have a designated goods movement network but operates a 
load-restriction system on most municipal roads. Off of municipal roads, the 
provincial and county road networks act as the de facto network for goods 
movement. 
Highway 26 is a logical primary route between communities east and west of 
Meaford, however, it becomes a Connecting Link through downtown (as Sykes 
Street). This naturally routes commercial vehicle through the areas of Meaford 
with the highest density and where pedestrians and cyclists are found in higher 
numbers.  
A review of the County road network shows that the main alternatives to 
Highway 26 through Meaford are Grey County Road 40 (east-west) and Grey 
County Road 12 (north-south) but County Road 40 in particular is quite far south 
of Meaford. As few alternatives exist, there is a need to consider alternatives for 
through traffic and trucks coming from Owen Sound or Collingwood areas 
passing through urban Meaford as truck traffic continues to grow. 

Potential projects, strategies and policies include: 
• Construct truck bypass route to remove through traffic from 

Downtown Meaford. (Strategy also identified in under 4.1 Mobility.) 
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• Identify primary heavy truck routes (to be completed as part of this 
TMP). 

• Upgrade municipal roads on identified truck routes to better serve 
heavy trucks. 

• Develop a road classification system and define the characteristics of 
typical streets in the classification system (speed, surface types, 
urban vs. rural, maintenance standards, operations and maintenance 
LOS, etc.) (to be completed as part of this TMP) and review road 
connectivity against County roads and adjacent municipal roads.  

• Consider changes to load restriction bylaw such as a more general 
truck restriction bylaw.  

• Work with OPP towards increased enforcement of load restriction 
bylaw.  

4.3 Maintenance  

Maintain roads to meet business, resident and visitor needs 
Road maintenance and rehabilitation are closely tied with the strategies 
identified under Section 4.1 including support of agricultural industry and goods 
movement.  

Potential projects, strategies and policies include: 
• Adjust maintenance and upgrade priorities using a data-driven 

approach and warrants, considering economic output. (Strategy also 
identified in under 4.2 Goods Movement.) 

• Develop a road classification system and define the characteristics of 
typical streets in the classification system (speed, surface types, 
urban vs. rural, maintenance standards, operations and maintenance 
LOS, etc.) (Strategy also identified in under 4.1 Mobility.) 

In addition to the above, the Municipality has a backlog of bridge maintenance 
and rehabilitation as described below.  

Bridge and structure renewal need to be prioritized 
Several bridges are reaching the end of their lifespan and will require 
rehabilitation or replacement in order to avoid closure. These represent a 
significant expense for the Municipality and are at risk of consuming available 
funds and requiring debt financing. Infrastructure growth needs to be balanced 
with the demands of maintaining existing infrastructure. Meaford should consider 
new bridge types and innovative treatments to reduce short or long-term costs 
and should consider closing bridges and creating cul-de-sacs where negative 
impacts can be minimized. This action would be considered under detailed 
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review and in specific circumstances. Environmental Assessments and 
consultation with residents may be required. 

Potential projects, strategies and policies include: 
• Develop and apply a streamlined process to prioritize investment in 

bridge and structure replacement based on risk. 

4.4 Safety 

Speeding is a major concern 
Improving road safety has been a long-term yet growing priority among Ontario 
municipalities including Meaford. Speeding has been flagged by the public and 
stakeholders as a major concern. The relationship between speeds and severity 
of collisions has been well established, particularly for vulnerable road users (i.e. 
pedestrians and cyclists). Enforcement of speeding is constrained by the 
availability of OPP officer time and budget. While enforcement continues to be a 
key tool, there are other strategies such as traffic calming and design standards 
that can encourage lower speeds. 
Traffic calming includes applications such as speed bumps, raised crosswalks, 
chicanes and other diversions, and narrow traffic lanes which communicate with 
and force drivers to travel at safer speeds, which improves safety outcomes for 
all road users. In rural areas, speed control and traffic calming typically means 
defining transition areas that clearly signal to drivers that they are entering 
populated areas or areas with mixed traffic (i.e. road cyclists) and to reduce their 
speed to limit potential conflicts. While effective tools, traffic calming is 
expensive to implement, can be counter-productive (e.g. increasing accidents, 
or affecting emergency response times), and must be studied on a case-by-case 
basis. It should be noted that traffic calming can also help address occurrence of 
cut-through traffic.  
Interim Traffic Calming Measures were presented to Meaford Council in June 
2020. The TMP will review and build upon that to improve the process of 
implementing traffic calming elements. 

Potential projects, strategies and policies include: 
• Develop a traffic calming policy and process to guide the installation 

of traffic calming elements in a transparent and systemic manner (to 
be completed as part of this TMP). 

• Implement speed controls, safety infrastructure, reconstruction, 
and/or pedestrian infrastructure at select locations known to be a 
concern: 

• Pearson St and Ridge Rd, 

• Miller Street (east of Pearson St), 
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• St. Vincent St, 

• Grandview Dr and Lakeshore Rd, 

• Aiken St and Grant Ave, and 

• The area of Centre St, Union St and Louisa St 

• Identify guidelines for determining appropriate posted speed limits 
and identify locations where posted speed limits can be effectively 
lowered (to be completed as part of this TMP). 

• Review best practices and warrants for identifying community safety 
zones (to be completed as part of this TMP). 

• Develop guidelines for installing roadside safety devices (to be 
completed as part of this TMP). 

Safety improvements are needed at intersections 
The municipal road network has intersections and geometries that were 
constructed in decades past when road design standards were lower. It is not 
financially feasible to address all locations, even looking through to the 2045 
horizon. Safety concerns are regularly raised to Meaford Council and staff and 
have been submitted through the TMP engagement process. Several 
intersections with irregular configurations or sightline issues have been 
identified. Modifications to these intersections will help improve traffic flow and 
road safety. Consideration for roundabouts at new or upgraded intersections 
should be given. Roundabouts typically reduce severe and injury collisions 
though collision numbers can increase.  

Potential projects, strategies and policies include: 
• Collect 5-year collision data on bi-annual basis to identify problem 

locations. 

• Undertake a municipality-wide safety study to prioritize intersections 
for treatment based on collision history.  

• Implement roundabouts as an alternative to signals, as they can 
encourage slower speeds and signal entry to urban areas. 

• Undertake a traffic safety reviews at S Sykes St & St. Vincent St and 
conduct preliminary roundabout analysis to determine if a roundabout 
is a preferred alternative to existing traffic signals. If preferred, 
construct a roundabout at the intersection of S Sykes St & St. Vincent 
St to create a gateway to urban Meaford, slowing speeds, improving 
intersection safety and providing a clear indicator to drivers that the 
function of the road is changing. 
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• Study problem intersections and corridors for potential modifications 
to traffic flow through closing segments or creating one-way 
segments. Preliminary locations identified include: 

• Convert Berry Street to one-way operation to remove sightline 
issues. 

• Convert Miller Street to one-way operation and re-purpose 
remaining space for safety improvements (i.e. sidewalks, 
guiderails). 

• Close Coleman Street east of Sykes Street to restrict unsafe 
movements. 

• Conduct sight distance reviews at the following locations: 

• Berry St & S Sykes St, 

• Ford Ave & N Sykes St, 

• Sideroad 22 & Concession Rd 6, and 

4.5 New Technology 

Monitor emerging technologies and support electric vehicles 
The need for being nimble and adaptable is an important trait for a municipality 
in an age of rapid technological change. Some of the most impactful trends in 
mobility recently have been driven by digital technology advancements that 
support automated, electric, connected, and shared transportation options. 
While many of these advancements have focused on large, dense urban 
centres, they also provide new opportunities for Meaford to move toward its 
vision for sustainable mobility. 

Potential projects, strategies and policies include: 
• Work with Grey County to investigate the feasibility an on-demand 

transit service for local trips leveraging modern trip-booking, 
dispatching and payment processing technologies. 

• Pilot the deployment automated vehicle as an upgrade to Meaford 
Moves+ mobility service. 

• Install electric vehicle charging stations to support local EV usage and 
welcome tourists using EVs.   
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5 Preliminary Solutions 
The Municipal Class Environmental Assessment master plan process requires 
identifying and evaluating alternative planning solutions from a high level, 
considering the various trade-offs and network impacts that occur across a 
broader geography. For the Meaford TMP, preliminary planning solutions were 
developed by building on the various potential strategies outlined in Section 4. 
These represent possible approaches to address the needs and opportunities 
outlined above.  
Three preliminary planning solutions have been identified:  
1. Maintain existing infrastructure: A minimum-cost approach that 

maintains the existing transportation assets and avoids the cost of any 
new significant infrastructure. Minor operational improvements, new 
policy directions and travel demand management measures are 
included under this planning solution. 

2. Improve the road network: Focus investment on growing and 
upgrading the road network. Widen roads where traffic growth becomes 
an issue and construct new roads such as the downtown bypass and 
the new east-west connection in southern Meaford. Additional focus 
would entail upgrading rural roads to a higher standard, paving gravel 
roads and accelerating bridge rehabilitation work. 

3. Invest in active transportation: Focus on growing active 
transportation and transit usage through infrastructure investment and 
travel demand management policies. Construct on-street cycling 
facilities in the urban area, paved shoulders in the rural area and 
expand the off-street trail network. Complete the sidewalk network in 
the urban area, including a focus on providing first and last mile 
connections to transit stops. 

These preliminary solutions will be refined and evaluated in the next step of the 
TMP study. This is detailed in the Alternative Solutions report, where a preferred 
solution is identified. 
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6 Summary and Next Steps 
This document forms the second of four major deliverables in the development 
of the Meaford Transportation Master Plan. It builds on the Existing Conditions 
report and incorporates the first round of public and stakeholder input. Through 
an examination of projected future conditions and the development of the TMP’s 
vision and specific objectives, needs and opportunities were identified that the 
TMP should address. They are as follows: 

• Adapting the road network to accommodate growth; 

• Supporting active transportation as a community health objective; 

• Supporting regional transit initiatives; 

• Improving the rural road network to better support the agricultural 
economy; 

• Improving management of truck movements; 

• Improving maintenance practices; 

• Prioritizing bridge and structure renewal; 

• Addressing speeding concerns; 

• Improving safety at intersections; and 

• Monitoring emerging transportation technologies. 
Responding to these needs and opportunities, a wide range of potential 
strategies were developed that support the TMP’s vision and goals. These were 
grouped into themes as follows: 

• Mobility: Strategies to provide enhanced travel choice and 
connections within Meaford (e.g. new sidewalks, upgraded pedestrian 
crossings, new cycling routes, new or upgraded roads, operational 
upgrades) to accommodate growth and tourism.  

• Goods movement: Strategies to maintain and improve the rural road 
network (e.g. rural paved loop, new east-west connection) and to 
reduce the adverse impacts of trucks (e.g. downtown bypass). 

• Maintenance: Strategies to improve maintenance and operations 
practices for roads and bridges. 

• Safety: Strategies to address speeding concerns (e.g. traffic calming) 
and other safety needs (e.g. roadside safety devices, intersection 
reviews). 

• New technology: Strategies to leverage new technologies, (e.g. new 
service providers, transit-on-demand, electric vehicles and connected 
and autonomous vehicles). 
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Among these, several key potential initiatives were identified to be further 
explored in subsequent phases of the study: 

• Undertake a core area traffic study,  

• Upgrade rural roads to better support increased year-round traffic, the 
agricultural industry and goods movements, including a “paved loop”, 
new east-west road, and downtown truck bypass; 

• Implement intersection improvements through operational changes, 
safety reviews, and roundabout construction; and 

• Proceed with key tasks under the scope of this TMP, including 
development of pedestrian and cycling network, goods movement 
strategy and traffic calming policy. 

The next step in the study is to develop an evaluation framework and assess the 
preliminary planning solutions developed to address these needs and 
opportunities. The planning alternatives will be assessed against the vision and 
goals of the study as well as environmental assessment criteria in order to 
identify the preferred solution. Recommendations for infrastructure, policies and 
strategies will be refined, forming the ultimate Transportation Master Plan based 
on the preferred solution. 
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Appendix A: Plan and Policy Excerpts 
The following vision statements, goals, objectives and other passages were 
influential in the development of the Meaford TMP’s vision and goals. 

Meaford TMP Request for Proposals 
• The goal will be to develop and enhance the transportation network to 

help establish the Municipality of Meaford as a leader in: building, 
preserving and enhancing livable communities; economic 
development; tourism; sustainable transportation practices; and the 
emerging shared economy. 

Meaford Official Plan 
• A2.6.1 Goal: It is a goal of this Plan to ensure that all infrastructure, 

including […] pedestrian and cycling supportive facilities and roads 
meet the needs of present and future residents and businesses. 

• A2.6.1 Strategic Objective 3: To encourage the establishment of an 
integrated transportation system that safely and efficiently 
accommodates various modes of transportation including walking, 
cycling, other human‐powered modes, automobiles and trucks. 

• A2.9.2 Strategic Objective 7: To encourage reductions in the use of 
private automobiles by promoting active transportation and the use of 
Transportation Demand Management measures, such as public 
transit, cycling and walking. 

• D2.1 Transportation Objectives: It is the intent of this Plan to: 

− facilitate the movement of both people and goods to and from 
the various communities within the Municipality and to and from 
adjacent municipalities. 

− provide for facilities that support active transportation within the 
Municipality of Meaford 

• D2.6.1 Active & Alternative Transportation Objectives: 
− To recognize that public safety and security must be encouraged 

in the planning and design of sidewalks and walkways 

− To ensure that that the design of transportation facilities 
considers the need to provide safe, convenient and attractive 
sidewalks and walkways. 

− To design roads that ensure the safety of all users. 

− To develop a connected system of regional trails and bike‐
friendly streets/lanes/paths to permit linkages between 
municipalities. 
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Meaford Council Strategic Priorities 2019-2022 
• Vision: THE place to be on Southern Georgian Bay. 

• Mission: Provide leadership and effective governance in the delivery 
of quality, sustainable services.  

• Values: Respect – Inclusive, Open and Empathetic, Integrity – 
Honest, Ethical and Accountable, Community – Common Good, 
Resilient and Authentic 

• Strategic Focus Areas: 
− Ensuring Sustainability 

− Growing our Economy 

− Investing in Infrastructure 

− Strengthening our Community 

Sustainable Meaford 
• Goal: Develop an accessible, efficient, integrated, multi-modal 

transportation network. 

• Goal: Ensure Meaford’s municipal transportation system is 
environmentally and economically responsible 

• Goal: Create a multi-modal transportation network which strongly 
supports active transportation and the ages and abilities of all 
residents to promote a healthy community 

Grey County Official Plan 
• Move Grey considers how we move people, goods, and information 

into, out of, and through the County. Grey County is a large area and 
moving around the County can be a challenge. We need to ensure 
that we have the transportation, services, and technology in place to 
support the needs of our residents, tourists, and businesses, so we 
can grow and thrive. 

Grey County Transportation Master Plan 
• Goal #1: Create a vision for all modes of transportation in Grey 

County, with a particular focus on encouraging active transportation 
options (cycling, walking/running). 
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Grey County Council Strategic Plan 2017-2019 
• Vision: To be the place where people feel genuinely at home and 

naturally inspired - enjoying an exceptional blend of active healthy 
living and economic opportunity. 

• Goal 2 – Support Healthy, Connected Communities: Improve the 
physical, operational and virtual connections between Grey County’s 
municipalities and areas beyond to strengthen communities and 
improve the quality of life for residents. 
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Appendix B – Traffic Generation Estimates 
Appendix B.1: Proposed Development Trip Generation Estimates by Development Phasing and Traffic Peak Hour 

ID Project Name Phasing 
Trip Rates Trips 
AM PM SAT AM PM SAT 

1 18 Boucher Street 
West 

Short 0.47 / room 0.60 / room 0.72 / room 3 4 4 

2 Cook Street Short 0.46 / unit 0.56 / unit 0.70 / unit 5 6 8 
3 Golf Course Short 0.46 / unit 0.56 / unit 0.70 / unit 18 22 28 
4 Meaford 

Community School 
Short 0.46 / unit 0.56 / unit 0.70 / unit 12 15 18 

0.19 / bed 
(Long Term 
Care) 

0.26 / bed 
(Long Term 
Care) 

0.27 / bed 
(Long Term 
Care) 

24 33 35 

0.20 / unit 
(Seniors 
Residence) 

0.26 / unit 
(Seniors 
Residence) 

0.33 / unit 
(Seniors 
Residence) 

24 31 40 

5 School Short 0.67 / student 
(Elem. School) 

0.17 / student 
(Elem. School) 

- 215 55 - 

0.52 / student 
(Sec. School) 

0.14 / student 
(Sec. School) 

0.10 / student 
(Sec. School) 

370 100 71 

6 Terrace Wood Short 0.74 / unit 0.99 / unit 0.93 / unit 19 26 24 
7 Trowbridge Street 

West Commercial/ 
Residential 

Short 0.46 / unit 0.56 / unit 0.70 / unit 1 1 1 

8 Collingwood St Medium 0.36 / unit 0.44 / unit 0.44 / unit 25 31 31 
9 Knights of Meaford Medium 0.36 / unit 0.44 / unit 0.44 / unit 41 51 51 

10 Legion Medium 0.46 / unit 0.56 / unit 0.70 / unit 28 34 42 
11 Loon Call Medium 0.74 / unit 0.99 / unit 0.93 / unit 155 208 195 
12 Golf Course Long 0.46 / unit 0.56 / unit 0.70 / unit 14 17 22 
13 Meaford Haven Long 0.46 / unit 0.56 / unit 0.70 / unit 184 224 280 
14 Nelson Street East 

(25-39) 
Long 0.30 / unit 0.36 / unit 0.86 / unit 14 16 39 

15 Sykes St (35-47) Long 0.30 / unit 0.36 / unit 0.86 / unit 16 19 45 
16 Pinehurst Long 0.74 / unit 0.99 / unit 0.93 / unit 20 27 25 

Short Term 691 293 229 
Medium Term 249 324 319 

Long Term 248 303 411 
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Appendix B.2 Proposed Development Trip Generation Estimates by Development Phasing and Traffic Peak Hour 

ID Project Name Phasing 
Trip Rates Trips 
AM PM SAT AM PM SAT 

17 Back Forty 
Glamping 

Short - - - - 12 24 

18 Chatsworth Cidery Short - - - 20 40 N/A 

19 Georgian Heights 
Church 

Short 0.33 / 1,000 
sq.ft. 

0.49 / 1,000 
sq.ft. 

2.78 / 1,000 
sq.ft. 

2 2 14 

20 Queen's Bush 
Estates - Phase 2 

Short 0.74 / unit 0.99 / unit 0.93 / unit 30 40 37 

21 
Parkbridge Short 0.46 / unit 0.56 / unit 0.70 / unit 23 28 35 

Medium 0.46 / unit 0.56 / unit 0.70 / unit 115 140 175 
Long 0.46 / unit 0.56 / unit 0.70 / unit 322 392 490 

Short Term 75 122 110 
Medium Term 115 140 175 

Long Term 322 392 490 
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Appendix C – Development Details and Traffic Impacts 
Exhibit C.6.1: Proposed Development Details and Assumptions in Meaford as of February 2020 
ID Project Name Status Res. Units Phasing Area Project Description 

1 18 Boucher Street West Awaiting Site Plan  Short Urban 6-unit boutique hotel 
2 Cook Street Awaiting Site Plan 11 Short Urban Residential development 
3 Golf Course Site Plan Approved (In 

Construction) 
40 Short Urban Residential development 

4 Meaford Community 
School 

Pre-consultation 274 Short Urban 274-unit seniors care campus 

5 School Site Plan Approved (In 
Construction) 

 Short Urban Consolidated elementary and 
secondary school 

6 Terrace Wood Registered (In 
Construction) 

26 Short Urban Residential development 

7 Trowbridge Street West 
Commercial/Residential 

Site Plan Approved 2 Short Urban Mixed-use development with 2 dwelling 
units and ground floor commercial uses 

8 Collingwood St Pre-consultation 
(Advertised for sale) 

70 Medium Urban Residential condominium development 

9 Knights of Meaford Pre-consultation 
(Advertised for sale) 

115 Medium Urban Residential development 

10 Legion Pre-consultation 
(Advertised for sale) 

60 Medium Urban Residential development 

11 Loon Call Pre-consultation 210 Medium Urban Residential development 
12 Golf Course Applications in Progress 31 Long Urban Residential development 
13 Meaford Haven Draft Plan Approved 

(Advertised for sale) 
400 Long Urban Residential development 

14 Nelson Street East (25-
39) 

Awaiting Site Plan 45 Long Urban Mixed-use development with 45 
dwelling units and ground floor 
commercial uses. 

15 Sykes Street (35-47) Awaiting Site Plan 52 Long Urban Mixed-use development with 52 
dwelling units and ground floor 
commercial uses. 

16 Pinehurst Unknown 27 Long Urban Residential development 
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ID Project Name Status Res. Units Phasing Area Project Description 
17 Back Forty Glamping Applications in Progress  Short Rural 8-unit private cabin rental establishment 
18 Chatsworth Cidery Applications in Progress  Short Rural On-farm cidery 
19 Georgian Heights Church Applications in Progress  Short Rural Shared place of worship and private 

school 
20 Queen’s Bush Estates – 

Phase 2 
Registered (In 
Construction) 

43 Short Rural Residential development 

21 Parkbridge – Phase 1 Pre-consultation (EA in 
process) 

50 Short Rural Large-scale residential neighbourhood 
development 

 Parkbridge – Phase 2  250 Medium   
 Parkbridge – Phase 3  700 Long   

22 Plaza Redevelopment Pre-consultation  Short Urban Commercial development 
23 Stanley Knights Pre-consultation  Medium Urban n/a 
24 Mac-Lads Industrial Pre-consultation  Medium Urban Industrial development 
25 142 Susan Street - 

Tosello 
Awaiting Site Plan  Long Urban n/a 

26 365 Sports Awaiting Site Plan  Long Urban n/a 
27 74 Bayfield Street Pre-consultation 

(Advertised for sale) 
 Long Urban n/a 

28 Mac-Lads 
Commercial/Industrial Lot 

Awaiting Site Plan  Long Urban Commercial/industrial development 

29 Meaford Highlands 
Resort 

Applications in Progress 
(Dormant) 

 Long Rural n/a 

30 Winery Applications in Progress  Long Rural n/a 
Short-term phase = built by 2025; Medium-term phase = built by 2030; Long-term phase = built by 2045. 
Note: The Parkbridge development is a major project expected to take over 20 years to fully build out. It has been divided into three phases for the 
purposes of this study.  
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Short-Term Development Traffic Impacts to Meaford Urban Area 
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Medium-Term Development Traffic Impacts to Meaford Urban Area 
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Long-Term Development Traffic Impacts to Meaford Urban Area 
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