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2020 Budget 
Questions and Answers 

  Questions received during the Public Engagement Session, 
 Wednesday, November 13 2019 | Woodford Hall 

An artificial ice surface is included in the 2020 budget for $85,000 as a 
capital enhancement. Who was the select group who tested the artificial 
ice, and what is their expertise? 

This project was originally included in the 2019 budget, but was deferred until 
2020. The reason staff began looking into this product is that we have arena 
users who expressed interest in using the ice earlier in t
because the Apple Harvest Craft Show uses the arena floor the weekend 
before Thanksgiving every year. When we researched synthetic ice, we found 
it would provide extended use of the arena during the off-season, and would 
meet the needs of our user groups for training. The select group that tested 
the product included an inexperienced skater, staff who were strong hockey 
skaters, and representatives from our local figure skating and hockey clubs. 
The youth who tested the product found it easy to use and enjoyed it. In 
terms of cost recovery, it would only take an average of 6 hours of rental time 
weekly over 7 years to recover the purchase cost. The product has a lifespan 
of 20 years. 

We have a doctor shortage in Meaford join with the North 
East Grey Health Clinic (NEGHC) group from the Town of the Blue 
Mountains (TOBM) a year ago when they requested $50,000 to join their 
program to recruit doctors? 

We are experiencing a doctor shortage in this area. We are also experiencing 
growth in our community, and statistics indicate that for every 500 new 
homes, 1 new doctor is needed. Council declined to join with NEGHC earlier 
because we were still trying to understand our role in doctor recruitment. 
Doctor recruitment had previously been done in our community by 
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volunteers, but it is a lot of work to attract doctors which led to the creation of 
this new group. The funding they requested at that time was for the 
administrative costs of this new group, rather than incentives for doctors. 
There was a concern that their recruitment efforts would be focused on the 
TOBM instead of Meaford.  

There is another group the Mayor Clumpus is involved in to attract doctors, 
and we know of three young people from Meaford who are in medical school 
and we hope may return. Council has not yet been convinced that working 
with TOBM is right for us. Council does support the Meaford Hospital 
Foundation with $50,000/year, and if we keep the hospital strong that will 
help recruit doctors.  

We have had discussions around working with TOBM to establish a family 
heath team. One thing we heard was that one of the most important things 
we need to recruit doctors are teaching doctors. We are currently working to 
put these kinds of necessary supports in place, and 
dollars. It is a really complicated and difficult problem, but people in our 
community are working on it every single day.  

We have an opioid crisis in North America. Meaford has had drug busts. 
Can the budget include money for outreach? 

We are in the process of implementing a Community Safety and Wellbeing 
Plan for our community. We had the option of joining with Grey and Bruce 
counties, but Council decided it was best to have our own plan to address our 
local issues. We have a staff member who is leading this project, and will be 
pulling in a number of organizations to talk about these problems and come 
up with a way to implement solutions. The opioid crisis is very serious, and 
Meaford is not exempt. We want to help our residents overcome barriers and 
become productive members of the community again. This project will 
include collecting Meaford-centric data so we can really know what the 
problems are in our community. Out of this data we will be developing a 
living, breathing document with actionable items. 
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The 2020 budget includes about $4 million dollars for the library. Does 
that include any jobs?  

That budgeted amount is for the remaining capital costs of the renovations 
for the new library building at 11 Sykes Street that are currently underway. It 
does not include any staff positions. 

 to the old library building? 

Council passed the following motion in September relating to the existing 
library facility; 

Whereas at the Council meeting of July 22, 2019, Council of the 
Municipality of Meaford voted unanimously to proceed with converting 
the property at 11 Sykes St. into our new Library; and 

Whereas, when the construction project is completed the new site will 
provide Library Services for all residents of the Municipality of Meaford; 
and 

Whereas, with the new facility operating, the current Meaford Public 
library at 15 Trowbridge St. W., may be deemed surplus and sold; 

Therefore be it resolved that any proceeds from the sale of 15 
Trowbridge St. W. be dedicated to paying down the debt incurred from 
the construction of the new Library at 11 Sykes St. North. 

With the low police presence in Meaford can we consider seasonal speed 
bumps on some of the streets to slow people down? They can be 
removed before the snow fall each year. 

The Municipality of Meaford pays about $2 Million every year for police 
services. We do have a police force serving Meaford through the OPP, and we 
also now have a Community Policing Advisory Committee. This Committee 
includes members of the community and the OPP detachment commander. 
The purpose of this committee is to bring issues identified by residents, like 
traffic control, to the attention of the detachment officer. You can send an 
account of your issue to policing@meaford.ca, or attend a committee 
meeting in person as they are open to the public. 

Meaford will also be undertaking a Transportation Master Plan over the next 
16 months.  As part of this study, traffic flows, patterns and speed will be 
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reviewed with possible recommendations for speed reductions and traffic 
calming initiatives in various locations. 

Why are we building a new school when there are 3 existing school 
buildings in our community? 

The Ministry of Education and Bluewater District School Board control 
decisions regarding school facilities.  

Can increased revenues from by-law enforcement fines be used to offset 
the tax increase? It seems many infractions are not fined, which would 
generate revenue. 

-law enforcement operates on a compliance model, meaning 
the first goal of our by-law officers is to get residents to correct the by-law 
infraction, before proceeding to fines or charges. The annual revenue for fines 
from by-law enforcement is approximately $3,500 per year, so an increase in 
this revenue would not have a substantial impact on the overall tax levy. Also, 
in order to provide increased enforcement, an increase in staff may be 
required which has an additional cost.  

Are the landfill costs included in the budget related to the former 
Meaford landfill? 

Yes, that is correct. It is for our monitoring of the old Centre Street Landfill in 
the urban area of Meaford as required by the Ministry of Environment, 
Conservation and Parks. 

 

 

 


