
2021 Municipal Budget SurveyMonkey

1 / 70

Q1 Where in the Municipality of Meaford do you live?
Answered: 508 Skipped: 6

Annan
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Bayview

Bognor
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Corners

Elmhedge
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Griersville

Hoath Head

Johnson

Kent

Leith
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Morley

Oxmead

Rockford

Silcote

Strathnairn

Urban Meaford
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7.28% 37

0.98% 5

0.79% 4

1.77% 9

0.79% 4

0.98% 5

0.98% 5

3.74% 19

0.79% 4

0.20% 1

0.79% 4

2.36% 12

1.18% 6

0.20% 1

0.79% 4

1.57% 8

0.79% 4

0.79% 4

58.46% 297

1.77% 9

12.99% 66

TOTAL 508

 

Woodford

Other (please
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# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 3rd line 10/16/2020 2:26 PM

2 Upper West Bognor 10/16/2020 6:48 AM

3 St Vincent 10/15/2020 4:25 PM

4 Georgian beach 10/14/2020 9:43 PM

5 St. Vincent 10/13/2020 6:54 PM

6 Just outside the town. 10/13/2020 10:28 AM

7 Town of meaford 10/11/2020 9:30 AM

8 ????? 10/8/2020 5:04 PM

9 9TH LINE 10/5/2020 3:19 PM

10 st. vincent 10/5/2020 1:57 PM

11 3rd line 10/3/2020 1:15 PM

12 Between Woodford and Owen Sound 10/2/2020 3:45 PM

13 Southwest corner of Meaford. We pay taxes but we do not exist on your list. 10/2/2020 12:44 PM

14 rural Annan / Woodford 10/2/2020 8:53 AM

15 Sydenham 10/1/2020 1:53 PM

16 Story Book Park Road 10/1/2020 1:29 PM

17 Story Book Park Road 10/1/2020 1:22 PM

18 St Vincent Sydenham Townline 9/30/2020 7:57 PM

19 rural meaford 9/29/2020 10:11 AM

20 Rural Meaford 9/28/2020 7:50 PM

21 St. Vincent 9/28/2020 5:35 PM

22 St vincent 9/28/2020 5:22 PM

23 Meaford 9/28/2020 4:10 PM

24 Meaford 9/27/2020 8:39 PM

25 riverside - at big head river 9/27/2020 1:31 PM

26 Meaford 9/27/2020 10:54 AM

27 Ridgecrest 9/27/2020 8:33 AM

28 7th Line North 9/27/2020 8:33 AM

29 Rural Meaford 9/26/2020 9:47 AM

30 Sydenham 9/25/2020 12:58 PM

31 Sydenham 9/25/2020 12:55 PM

32 Blantyre 9/24/2020 10:15 PM

33 Rural Meaford 9/24/2020 8:43 PM

34 Urban Meaford 9/24/2020 5:15 PM

35 Sydham 9/23/2020 10:03 PM

36 Meaford 9/22/2020 3:35 PM

37 28th ave east 9/22/2020 2:24 PM
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38 Town of Meaford 9/22/2020 7:53 AM

39 Clearview Crescent 9/21/2020 7:38 PM

40 Georgian Beach 9/21/2020 9:09 AM

41 St. Vincent 9/19/2020 9:10 PM

42 St, Vincent Twp. 9/19/2020 7:57 PM

43 Sunnyside Beach on Cedar Avenue 9/19/2020 7:37 PM

44 Meaford 9/19/2020 6:38 PM

45 Just outside town limits 9/19/2020 6:54 AM

46 H 9/18/2020 10:59 PM

47 St Vincent 9/17/2020 7:42 PM

48 Sydenham 9/16/2020 9:21 PM

49 st.vincent 9/16/2020 7:46 PM

50 I wish I still lived in St. Vincent. 9/16/2020 7:26 PM

51 5 km from Annan and 5 km from Leith 9/16/2020 6:22 PM

52 Grandview 9/16/2020 2:52 PM

53 Concession 10 9/16/2020 2:20 PM

54 Christie Beach 9/16/2020 11:56 AM

55 Rainbow Beach, Annan just north of Leith 9/16/2020 8:22 AM

56 North of Massie 9/16/2020 5:56 AM

57 Algonquin Drive Meaford 9/16/2020 4:26 AM

58 Sykes Street North 9/16/2020 3:07 AM

59 Sydenham 9/15/2020 8:55 PM

60 Scotiaville 9/15/2020 7:24 PM

61 Rural Meaford 9/15/2020 6:54 PM

62 Georgain beach 9/15/2020 6:52 PM

63 Rural Meaford 9/15/2020 6:22 PM

64 3rd Line 9/15/2020 6:14 PM

65 Meaford 9/15/2020 5:44 PM

66 Sydenham 9/15/2020 4:32 PM
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0.20% 1

2.95% 15

12.20% 62

14.57% 74

14.37% 73

25.00% 127

23.23% 118

7.48% 38

Q2 Please indicate your age range.
Answered: 508 Skipped: 6

TOTAL 508

Under 18
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25-34

35-44

45-54

55-64

65-74

75+
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86.50% 442

9.78% 50

3.13% 16

0.20% 1

0.78% 4

Q3 The Municipality of Meaford is home to full-time and seasonal
residents. Please select your residence type:

Answered: 511 Skipped: 3

Total Respondents: 511  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Life lease home 9/18/2020 9:34 AM

2 Meaford long term care 9/16/2020 5:38 PM

3 I live in my parents house 9/15/2020 8:44 PM

4 Commercial building owner , business owner 9/15/2020 3:19 PM

Full-Time
Resident -...

Full-Time
Resident -...

Part-Time/Seaso
nal Resident...

Part-Time/Seaso
nal Resident...

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Full-Time Resident - Property Owner

Full-Time Resident - Renting

Part-Time/Seasonal Resident - Property Owner

Part-Time/Seasonal Resident - Renting

Other (please specify)



2021 Municipal Budget SurveyMonkey

7 / 70

Q4 Which of the following forms of communication would you find the most
useful to stay informed and involved in the budget process?

Answered: 505 Skipped: 9

Budget Surveys
or...

Public
Information...

Public
Information...

Public
Information...

Social Media
Engagement

Email
Newsletters

Council
Deliberations

Newspaper ads

Direct Mail
Newsletters

Informal Open
House with...

Other (please
specify)
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45.94% 232

6.53% 33

17.82% 90

6.53% 33

37.82% 191

52.67% 266

9.31% 47

9.50% 48

23.37% 118

11.09% 56

2.77% 14

Total Respondents: 505  

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 there is none 10/14/2020 10:23 PM

2 Require mail as poor internet service 10/13/2020 10:28 PM

3 Video recordings of council meetings 10/13/2020 7:34 PM

4 Web updates 10/11/2020 10:59 AM

5 Meaford Independent 10/6/2020 6:11 PM

6 Transparency in wages for all city employees 10/4/2020 5:11 PM

7 Virtual meetings eg zoom 9/23/2020 6:05 AM

8 Facebook updates from Ross ketner 9/22/2020 8:52 AM

9 Stream it like council meeting 9/21/2020 6:29 PM

10 Meaford Independent 9/18/2020 9:34 AM

11 Zoom Meeting announced and linked through an email 9/16/2020 9:12 PM

12 Zoom calls 9/16/2020 5:38 PM

13 Zoom engagement 9/16/2020 7:24 AM

14 Virtual public information sessions. Weekday or weeknight. 9/15/2020 5:43 PM

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Budget Surveys or Questionnaires

Public Information Session – Weekday

Public Information Session – Weeknight

Public Information Session – Weekend

Social Media Engagement

Email Newsletters

Council Deliberations

Newspaper ads

Direct Mail Newsletters

Informal Open House with Municipal Staff

Other (please specify)
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1.69% 8

23.42% 111

34.81% 165

23.42% 111

14.98% 71

1.69% 8

Q5 In 2020, the average residential property in Meaford assessed at
$270,000 paid $3,520.10 in total property taxes, which includes Grey

County, School Board, and policing charges. Of the total tax collected, the
Municipality keeps $1,840.16 or 52% to provide municipal services.
Overall, how would you rate the value you are receiving in municipal

services from your tax dollars?
Answered: 474 Skipped: 40

TOTAL 474

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

Very Poor

Undecided
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6.58% 30

16.89% 77

13.60% 62

11.84% 54

21.49% 98

18.86% 86

10.75% 49

Q6 Property taxes are the primary way to pay for services provided by the
Municipality. Which of the following options do you prefer?

Answered: 456 Skipped: 58

TOTAL 456

Increase taxes
to expand an...

Increase taxes
to modernize...

Cut services
to maintain ...

Cut services
to reduce taxes

Increase user
fees for...

None of the
above

Undecided

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Increase taxes to expand and enhance services

Increase taxes to modernize and maintain services

Cut services to maintain the current level of taxes

Cut services to reduce taxes

Increase user fees for programs used by residents

None of the above

Undecided
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# COMMENTS DATE

1 I wish you could specify as to the services or give a "for example" services such as snow
removal, or usage of the blue dolphin, or the library fund. So I don't know how to answer. I like
seeing Meaford expand and modernize to a point, would love to have both worlds, quaint small
town with great amenities.

10/16/2020 5:53 PM

2 Stop hiring so many office and inside staff. Make the parks staff do more maintenance and
cleaning internally themselves.

10/16/2020 5:38 PM

3 Reduced staffing in all departments. Reduced services at library, museum and arena until there
is increased demand. Cost vs benefit analysis greatly needed

10/16/2020 2:30 PM

4 Also in favour of user fees for programs 10/16/2020 9:34 AM

5 Improve your efficiency Freeze capital spending on things that few residents use. For example
library and mea ford hall.

10/16/2020 6:55 AM

6 My answer is predicated on a fair allocation of tax dollar. Often, the tax dollars are spent on
improvements to the town of Meaford rather than giving some consideration to the rural areas.
These less populated areas do not require the same level of policing, fire protection, sidewalk
repair, etc., etc., and yet due to its lack of required services, it seems to be at the end of the
line when tax dollars are being spent. We demand little from the Municipality but would
appreciate some recognition for our significant contribution to the tax base.....like re-surfacing
2nd Concession

10/15/2020 4:49 PM

7 I realize that the allocation of precious tax dollars must be difficult but we are disappointed that
we see little evidence of any of those dollars spent to make improvements to the area in which
we live. Living in a rural area, there is not the same scope to spend as in areas such as the
town of Meaford. Thus, we would wish from some of the dollars collected to re-surface our road
i.e 2nd Concession - a road that sees a lot of non-resident traffic.

10/15/2020 4:32 PM

8 Taxes are inevitable and we are not averse to spending money to support services provided.
We are concerned however, regarding the allocation of those tax dollars as in our area, we do
not see many, if any important improvements in the area of Annan. For example, we have
noticed extensive work being done to excavate the ditches on a lightly travelled road that
supports only two large farm acreages. All this work and expense for an area that does not
experience flooding so why incur the expense? We would be receptive to an increase in taxes
if our area actually benefitted from infrastructure improvements i.e permanent re-surfacing of
2nd Concession, for example - a highly travelled road.

10/15/2020 4:04 PM

9 I prefer none of the above options. Our taxes are no where near the average quoted. We pay
$16,000.00 a year in taxes for a 83X300 foot property with a single dwelling home with an
attached 2 car garage, plus $4,000.00 a year for a 65X300 foot empty lot. For this amount we
receive virtually no support and continue to see large yearly increases in taxes. We should be
paying taxes at the same mill rate as the average residential property owner in the
Municipality. The Municipality needs to find ways to maintain services without increasing taxes
or user fees.

10/15/2020 3:03 PM

10 Let's face it, doesn't matter what we choose, staff will always ask for more. Do you think a pay
increase, of any amount is justified, given the fact that many people are highly impacted by
the covid 19, businesses either are closing or just stay alive with reduced services. Council
will roll over a give the raise.

10/15/2020 7:52 AM

11 over taxed what ever 10/14/2020 10:27 PM

12 Maintain taxes - Reduce administrative overhead (salary and office personal) 10/14/2020 8:33 PM

13 I would like to also say I could accept increased taxation if it was to create a replacement plan
for capital assets.

10/14/2020 3:00 PM

14 Reduce staff. Increase under last two CAO’s just not warranted. Outsource services. 10/13/2020 7:43 PM

15 Move delivery of services to contract from in employee staff to control how money is spent
and how value is gained

10/13/2020 7:01 PM

16 Better money management. Taxes do not need to be increased and services do not need to be
reduced. Spending public money as if it was your own, not"free" money to be casually spent.

10/11/2020 11:04 AM
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17 if you want to live a long way from an urban centre than your fees should reflect that... garbage
collection fees are top of mind for the context of this comment

10/10/2020 5:42 AM

18 What is included under expand and enhance. Question too broad 10/9/2020 4:23 PM

19 Make greater use of volunteers to deliver services; less staff 10/8/2020 12:15 PM

20 Just do a better job with the tax revenue we already have. 10/8/2020 2:16 AM

21 Do not keeping chipping away at services simply in order to keep budget increases low - We
know we must pay for services. It is particularly important to continue to provide services and
facilities to those of slender means at minimal or no cost to the users. Try to narrow the gap
between rich and poor and avoid any decisions that would widen this gap.

10/7/2020 11:27 AM

22 Look at staff payroll! 10/6/2020 9:06 PM

23 Cut salary to increase services 10/6/2020 8:49 AM

24 Fix the 10th concession. 10/5/2020 6:48 PM

25 Due to the covid-19 virus, many of the residents are unemployed or seniors with fixed
incomes. With the price of groceries and increase in hydro.gas, etc.,this year taxes should be
kept low.

10/5/2020 3:23 PM

26 Wage and spending freeze. I cannot believe council is quiet on this. New equipment all the
time, no maintenance, automatic pay increases?

10/5/2020 2:36 PM

27 Our area is not getting services from our tax dollars. We feel the Town of Meaford gets most of
our tax dollars for their services which are too far from us for our use.

10/4/2020 11:21 PM

28 Stop paying for town council members to have phone services and other useless services to
which non employees pay for themselves

10/4/2020 5:14 PM

29 improve efficiencies at municipal hall 10/4/2020 4:22 PM

30 sems like we pay enough for basic services but the money is just disappearing. i feel like a lot
can be fixed without asking the people for more and more money.

10/4/2020 7:30 AM

31 Maintain roads, infrastructure and public buildings with tax dollars. Run programs and
associated staff with cost recovery user fees. Approach charity for subsidy to family that can’t
afford certain programs such as swimming lessons.

10/3/2020 10:31 PM

32 I get garbage and recycling. That’s it. Garbage sits for 2 wks in my garage. Especially in the
summer. Smelling drawing pests and bees. Disgusting.

10/3/2020 12:03 AM

33 We do not receive any Meaford services. Meaford does not maintain the road. When I called
about the plow leaving snow at the end of our lane I was told by Meaford to contact
Chatsworth. We do not have lights along the road. The vehicles constantly speed without any
regard for people walking or biking. We are 40.2 km from downtown Meaford. We are 14 km
from Owen Sound. I feel that our taxes need to be decreased regardless of the decisions made
by the Municipality. We do not have any services here so I would be in favour of increasing
user fees for programs used by "residents."

10/2/2020 1:15 PM

34 There are very few services offered to more rural home owners. For example, we do not benefit
from sewers or free garbage collection. Road maintenance is poor.

10/2/2020 11:55 AM

35 reduce staff to 4 day workweek to conserve cash 10/2/2020 8:25 AM

36 I am willing to see higher taxes if the funds support climate action initiatives. It is time Meaford
got serious about addressing the climate emergency.

10/1/2020 11:10 PM

37 Why are Meaford taxes so much? I live 30 minutes from Meaford town yet all my money is
spent there. I paid less tax in a major city. Why is Georgian Bluffs so much cheaper?

10/1/2020 3:54 PM

38 Through the covid span this budget 10/1/2020 1:58 PM

39 Did not need new library they are outdated. To many unneeded employees in Meaford. Rural
areas get little while Meaford proper gets all. Cut back snow removal a( life safety) service and
then spend 7 million on a library for a very few.

10/1/2020 11:29 AM

40 I’ll never use the expensive library ! Pools and parks are important! 9/30/2020 8:03 PM
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41 For years there was inappropriate use of tax dollars and a lack of tax increases. There was
little understanding by the tax payer of how the tax rate was established and how the taxpayer
would benefit by the new taxes. Now because of these issues and because of  who
seems to “run” the municipality because  has control of the purse strings, we are once again
faced with huge tax hikes because of poor management. Council needs to fire 
and hire someone who has the municipality’s future and best interest as a main goal!

9/30/2020 5:45 PM

42 I read a quote in the paper by  saying if we do not increase tax rates 15% a
year for the next 5 years straight, we will not be able to maintain existing service levels. If
correct, this indicates that the budget is in a complete state of crisis and emergency actions
are required. We need to have an immediate external audit completed, and have the province
step in to handle the budget and services offered until a plan can be developed to deal with
this level of unsustainable crisis. I would note as well that spending $7M on a library when the
status of the budget must have been known was an irresponsible action. This money could
have been allocated to other priorities.

9/30/2020 2:02 PM

43 Some homes in Meaford have a very low tax rate because they have not had a reassessment
in decades. I know of a few very large homes that pay just over $2,000!! This must change!

9/30/2020 10:09 AM

44 There have been some tings that council has done that is costing more money than needed.
The new library is the most glaring recent example. It didn't need to be on a highway location
and certainly not an old building that was "saved" when 80% was blown out to built it. That
should have been done on another piece of vacant land that wouldn't have been as desirable
for a commercial user. There has been little growth in this town for new housing. The demand
coming out of the large cities is growing everywhere..except Meaford as there is little new
development. What is the building and planning department doing? Why pay for the staff if
there is so little growth? Why not reduce the costs to the existing tax payers and contract out
when we need it (planning and inspections)? That should reduce the annual cost because if
there is no growth then existing tax payers will have to bear the increased costs alone.
PROMOTE growth and development and there is a larger tax base to draw money from so we
don't all face 1 year huge tax hikes because development hasn't been encouraged.

9/30/2020 8:43 AM

45 I also want our council to stop making unnecessary purchases of property and then having to
turn around and make those properties viable for use. I also want council to be more involved
in the decision making of running our community. We voted for you not .

9/28/2020 10:37 PM

46 Keep taxes the same 9/28/2020 4:13 PM

47 Reduce the cost of services by increasing the efficiency of public spending. 9/27/2020 10:41 PM

48 We are over taxed as it is.The town needs to manage with the tax dollars it receives more
appropriately.

9/27/2020 9:00 PM

49 Pay municipal staff less, and employ fewer. 9/27/2020 10:57 AM

50 a zero tax increase strategy cannot support infrastructure needs and does not work in today's
economy however there must be perceived value from our taxes...an oversized vehicle and
equipment fleet, too many staff, highly paid senior staff, non-revenue generating real estate are
examples of no perceived value in this small community

9/27/2020 9:11 AM

51 This is our second year here and we find that there is to much snowplowing and snow removal. 9/26/2020 9:41 AM

52 None of the above are realistic. Based on what I have read you will have to increase taxes &
cut-services (or barely maintain them), and institute or increase user fees (i.e higher rates for
garbage, institute fee for public skating). I would support all of the above to a degree (it
depends how much).

9/26/2020 9:03 AM

53 Cut back on some of the staff for some jobs ie don’t need 3-4 staff to fix one pot hole. Or
contract out some of the seasonal jobs to local businesses like cleaning companies to do the
bathrooms and outhouses around the municipality

9/25/2020 1:58 PM

54 User fees will ensure that people can fund services they use most 9/24/2020 6:12 PM

55 It should be possible to maintain service levels and keep tax increases within reason by
redistributing capital projects over the projected period. When it comes to capital projects the
municipality often "bites off more than it can chew" in one year.

9/24/2020 5:28 PM

56 Preferably I would not like to see a tax increase given the current crisis we are all facing, but
I’m hesitant to say cut services if it’s not listed as to which services would be cut.

9/24/2020 2:05 PM
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57 Less staff. And more roads fixed. For a start. Town ran fine. When most work from home. Or
said the did.

9/23/2020 9:00 PM

58 Slight increase in taxes would be ok 9/23/2020 7:08 PM

59 Are the next four years not reassessment years? How can the treasurer stand there and quote
the average assessment of 270,000. No houses in meaford have sold for that little in 5 years,
assessments are going up, therefore we will pay more.

9/23/2020 12:33 PM

60 we dont have public transit, we dont have a good grocery store, we dont have free garbage
pick up, our road gets plowed 1-2 days late. its time to look at spending properly. The
municipal offices were closed half the year but we need to spend 120K for increases to
salary/EI?

9/23/2020 11:52 AM

61 Improvements are needed on how council partners and spends tax dollars to spur economic
development. Start operating like a privately owned business where waste and inefficient
operations are not tolerated and municipal officials are held to account.

9/23/2020 10:29 AM

62 Reduce the size of council and the payroll to keep them Stop subsidizing Meaford Hall Stop
funding council.members personal agendas and work for the taxpayer

9/22/2020 7:59 PM

63 Such a waste of money spent on new library. Meanwhile the roads and bridges are poor or
broken with no timeline for repairs given.

9/22/2020 4:44 PM

64 I would like to choose two items but was not allowed. I would like to see a sustainable taxation
level so that all capital assets can be replaced at their end of life. I would also like to see user
fees that reflect costs such as bag tags. If I produce waste i should pay.

9/22/2020 4:38 PM

65 Stop spending the tax dollars on stupid things that are not needed at this time. I still don't
understand how a 10 million dollar library helps our community over the pool, ball park, arena,
roads, etc. We do still have active people in this municipality.

9/22/2020 12:42 PM

66 Find a marketable business. 9/22/2020 9:29 AM

67 Most residents that you service have not and will not receive a cost-of-living increase and
neither should you in this time we were all struggling the same why should you get an increase

9/22/2020 9:09 AM

68 look at staffing levels to access what is needed and what is not.. maintain facility staff as
there is not enough there but look at office staffing and roads staff. Make sure you are getting
the biggest bang for your buck with your staff.

9/22/2020 8:57 AM

69 Too many people are employed at the town 9/21/2020 10:01 PM

70 The rural infrastructure has not been taken care of for years. The majority or your population
resides in the rural area!

9/21/2020 8:45 PM

71 Could some capital projects be put on hold given the cost of pandemic. 9/21/2020 6:35 PM

72 Please fix the very poor condition of the 10th Concession South. 9/21/2020 3:00 PM

73 Time to focus on areas our kids actually use. Like the swimming pool and arena. Our kids
can't stay active when we remove keep sport opportunities.

9/21/2020 2:58 PM

74 Make better use of current tax dollars without an increase 9/21/2020 9:18 AM

75 Cut the number of supervisors and departments to save money to pay more bills. We had a
CAO who increased the number of supervisors to increase her own worth and the town cannot
afford her largesse

9/20/2020 8:44 PM

76 Stop trying to keep up with the Jonese. 65% of the tax base is in the two former townships yet
over 75% of the budget is spent for services and infrastructure consumed by the urban area.
Stop trying to become a retirement tourist town and start rebuilding the commercial and
industrial sectors so that growth in residents and the tax base will allow for the kind of services
the municipality is currently trying to provide. Enough of the vanity projects and virtue
signalling! Improve the roads and learn how to talk to business owners so they stop writing this
town off as a place to invest. This is of course if you care beyond just getting to the next job in
the neighbouring municipality for a higher salary.

9/20/2020 6:36 PM

77 How about better planning to provide a wider tax base. Attract industry (sustainable) instead of
deterring.

9/20/2020 12:32 PM
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78 I suggest 12% 9/20/2020 10:08 AM

79 Cut top office staff.we need ground workers not high paid ceo and directors.let council run the
operations.this is still small town.we don’t need directors and managers,a supervisor should be
able to oversee day to day operations

9/19/2020 7:21 AM

80 Cut annual raises for town employees, stop buying new trucks every year. Keep taxes the
same. Boom, more money available

9/18/2020 8:16 PM

81 Redistribute existing tax dollars collected to essential services, thereafter utilizing the
remaining balance for non-essential. If it cannot be completely covered by tax dollars, raising
the user fees individually to give residents options. Because of current conditions of the world,
now is not a good time to raise taxes and is responsible to prioritize properly without causing
additional financial strain on residents.

9/18/2020 7:29 PM

82 Moderate increases are necessary 9/18/2020 7:06 PM

83 Some services. 9/17/2020 5:54 PM

84 Roads & bridges should be a priority 9/17/2020 3:26 PM

85 Cancel the library and stop using the money primarily in the town. Sell Meford hall. 9/17/2020 5:40 AM

86 Reallocating $ to more applicable uses and need for the town and their residents. Have a look
at other similar towns such as Orangeville and Markdale and Owen Sound and Thornbury and
Niagara on the Lake see how they grew and succeeded to gain business interest investment
and housing and people and growth which will in turn help contribute more taxes to services
and growth of appropriate needed business areas and services Water services Waste
Management etc should not require growth as Meaford has lost so many businesses and in
turn people who worked their you should be operating way below capacity. We pay extra on top
of our taxes now for those services to the shock of other towns who don’t. Stop it with the
Library Services. This is outdated in today’s times and real needs and requirements. Apply it
to getting high speed internets services so we can draw computer and software and
programming companies and businesses and their employees and families to our town. Clean
and green business as I’ve suggested a few years ago but nothing was done. Instead a library
that no one needs and way over purchase value and construction budget and where was the
historical facia approval like all other businesses must maintain and get approval from. It does
not fir in this beautiful quaint downtown where there now is no parking for it. The town people
still have no local grocery store to shop for their food.

9/16/2020 9:34 PM

87 I am on a fixed income. I do not want to see increased taxes...user fees to bridge the gap for
funds for the services provided.

9/16/2020 7:16 PM

88 Find efficiencies. 9/16/2020 6:49 PM

89 Our taxes this year have exceeded $12,000.00 . We built Our " affordable " retirement home
for $250,000.00 in 1996, before amalgamation and before IMPAC. We cannot afford
improvements but assessment and taxes keep going up. Very close to our 80's, our future is
not happy. We fought against the Meaford Town Hall taxpayer funded renovation and
ownership, presenting OwenSound' S Roxy as a volunteer fund raised alternative. We objected
to the glitzy new library while our own access to NGOSUPL is threatened., seeing Wiartons
modest library , in a comparably sized urban centre much more appropriate. We are not
listened to. The urban votes have the clout.

9/16/2020 6:42 PM

90 A modest tax hike is acceptable to maintain services. If not feasible, I would suggest cutting
back.

9/16/2020 5:45 PM

91 Spend more wisely... The fact that one of the answers is to cut tax just to stay the course
proves your team is not thinking very creative.... Please brainstorm and think it through.

9/16/2020 5:30 PM

92 I don't know why you politicians decided to spend so much $$$ on a new library. Who actually
uses it, most often? School kids have libraries at their schools & use computers/tablets. And
why couldn't there be an annual fee to use the library. EVERY other service has a user fee.

9/16/2020 2:07 PM

93 Of the services offered, I believe that one bag of garbage should be included in our taxes.
Paying for garbage tags is not required.

9/16/2020 12:35 PM

94 only spend tax money on mandatory items User pay or community fundraising for elective
expenditures If users won’t pay or fundraising doesn’t work, it indicates the item is not good

9/16/2020 11:04 AM
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value Get rid of the 3 hour park checks

95 I haven't seen a police vehicle patrol my street in two or three years. 9/16/2020 6:56 AM

96 A mix of above, fees added, look at streamling work through improved technology, seeking
funding sources and grants, including those from private founders. Assign a grant fundraising
task to an existing staff they can be a lead with support from all departments making sure you
benefit from existing funds available out tthere here.

9/16/2020 6:27 AM

97 maintain current taxes without cutting services. we did not use all services in 2020. use
surplus to cover in 2021

9/16/2020 6:12 AM

98 Stay the same 9/16/2020 6:00 AM

99 We had a house in Stouffville- higher value home and paid less property tax ... seems we
could do better here. Plus I didn’t have to pay for garbage... this said I like the tag program as
it encourages less waste.

9/16/2020 3:34 AM

100 Depends on the services being cut? 9/16/2020 2:54 AM

101 This is a loaded question though. Yes I want to enhance services, but we should equally be re-
evaluating opportunities to optimize our current spending

9/16/2020 12:49 AM

102 You could alter some services so the rotation is longer. 9/15/2020 11:04 PM

103 Nobody likes taxes but if they are fair and responsibly allocated then everyone benefits. The
key is responsible fiscal management.

9/15/2020 10:34 PM

104 Reduce taxes by cutting back on over populated departments. Hold people accountable for
their positions and stop careless spending.

9/15/2020 10:27 PM

105 Focus on increasing the tax base instead of worrying about competition within the town. If you
can't collect the taxes you need, the solution is to create more tax income by increasing the
number of tax payers (homeowners) through increased homebuilding, drawing more employers
to the area ... not by cutting services to "live within our means".

9/15/2020 10:25 PM

106 Keep the taxes the same but offer services for families that live here all year round. Too much
has been cut back in the last few years and we need to be more family oriented! WE NEED A
POOL FOR ALL YEAR ROUND!! We live by the water, we need to teach safety in the water,
swimming lessons and other activities for families in the water!

9/15/2020 9:54 PM

107 Considering that no services/programs were offered for the last 6 months we should be able to
keep taxes the same and up our game

9/15/2020 9:33 PM

108 We should have a minimum of 1 FREE bag of garbage picked up every week, which is what
taxes are supposed to pay for. There is no yard waste pick up, which should also be free!
Water mains need to be extended to rural Meaford. We don’t get that either! But taxes are
grabbed for services not being provided.

9/15/2020 8:45 PM

109 Depending on the service cut. Many times services our cut but not the staff that support the
service. Maybe have more public input on what service are cut.

9/15/2020 8:40 PM

110 I’ve consistently seen our taxes increase year after year while our services, road condition,
appearance of the town etc. has gone down. The municipality of Meaford pays some of the
highest taxes around and leaves me wondering what it’s for

9/15/2020 8:33 PM

111 Keep tax increases at a low percentage each year but complete services more efficiently. For
example, delegate Raper Beach cleanup to be completed by municipal staff, not contracted
out.

9/15/2020 7:58 PM

112 Better use of tax dollars with gradual increase is acceptable 9/15/2020 7:29 PM

113 I would like to feel that taxes raised are spent in rural areas as well as in town. Our service
levels (roads) have dropped significantly in the past few years while taxes have increased.

9/15/2020 7:27 PM

114 Would like to see services performed PROPERLY at current tax rate before having to pay
more for the standard quo - maintenance, bylaws, planning are all at sub-par.

9/15/2020 7:21 PM

115 The municipality should concentrate more on cleaning up the Main Street and reducing water
bills. Also should be looking at shoreline matainance

9/15/2020 7:00 PM
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116 Taxes are way too high for the very little service provided 9/15/2020 6:57 PM

117 These constant large tax increases every year are not sustainable, it is to the point that I will
have to move from Meaford, my home of 21 years. This year especially when many people
have lost their jobs or have reduced income due to Covid.

9/15/2020 6:27 PM

118 Keep increases to a maximum of 1% per year so that residents are not overwhelmed. 9/15/2020 6:24 PM

119 I said undecided because I believe we can do more with what we have---run the museum
during the summer months only---clean up our own beaches because of high water levels with
out own people---cut staff at the library, Meaford Hall and Municipal offices (our recreation
employees are doing by far more that the above noted with by far less staff)

9/15/2020 6:13 PM

120 We are rural Meaford and go to Owen Sound for most of what we need so we do not see where
a lot of our tax dollars go

9/15/2020 4:34 PM

121 This is a tough one to answer considering it’s covid and all and we have a lot of our amenities
closed.

9/15/2020 4:07 PM

122 Job sharing lessening of staff and the halting of subsidies to the town hall. We could take
notes from smaller municipalities who have less have more. Tobermory for example

9/15/2020 3:34 PM

123 I understand the need to increase taxes, but when the increases continually exceed the annual
CPI, I believe it is unsustainable.

9/15/2020 3:12 PM

124 some services could be cut or cutback to reduce increases to taxes, but generally i think the
taxes provide fair service levels

9/15/2020 2:19 PM

125 In certain ares of the municipalities the closet place to go for services is Owen Sound. Make
the people who actually use the services in Meaford pay for it, instead of people who are to far
to use it pay for it in their taxes when they don't even use it. Yes it's at our discretion to not
use Meaford services but when you build and offer services only in one area of the
municipality what do you expect?

9/15/2020 2:19 PM
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Q7 Select two (2) service areas where you would like to see more tax
dollars spent.

Answered: 475 Skipped: 39
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44.00% 209

25.26% 120

7.16% 34

2.32% 11

3.16% 15

6.32% 30

42.95% 204

24.84% 118

2.95% 14

16.63% 79

10.32% 49

6.53% 31

16.63% 79

Total Respondents: 475  

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Road Maintenance (Including winter road maintenance)

Recreation Facilities (arena, halls, pool, etc.)

Park Maintenance and Grass Cutting

Municipal Communications (newsletters, website, social media, etc,)

Fire Services (fire prevention and public education)

Bylaw Enforcement (including parking enforcement and animal control)

Infrastructure Repairs and Replacement (roads, bridges, water infrastructure)

Community and Economic Development

Library Services

Police Services

Waste Management

Cultural Services (Meaford Museum, Meaford Hall, and programming)

Other (please specify)
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# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 It think the roads are maintained very well. Good Job! 10/16/2020 5:53 PM

2 Many roads both rural and urban need upgrading. It seems we are spending so much on
bridges and not enough on roads.

10/16/2020 7:34 AM

3 Please continue to find innovative ways to recycle. Removing plastic film from the recycling
pick-up was very disappointing. Can Meaford work with other municipalities/entrepreneurial
businesses to keep such waste out of our lakes and waterways?

10/15/2020 4:49 PM

4 Understanding that the extra cost resulted in the cancellation of recycling plastic wrap, what
are the options of re-instating this program? In other words, how can our Municipality contribute
to the global effort to protect our planet from plastics in our waterways and ocean?

10/15/2020 4:04 PM

5 Water and sewage for new housing areas, and subsidies, grants or other special programs for
economic development, business attraction and infrastructure to attract new residents and
employers.

10/13/2020 7:43 PM

6 Very upset with new recycle policy - recycling plastic ‘film’ is very important -dumping it in
landfill sites will take hundreds of years to breakdown-well worth the cost of keeping previous
contract with recycling -PLEASE reconsider

10/11/2020 3:38 PM

7 paying for bags to be picked up is apuling. and now with more garbage because the list
products that can be recycled is smaller... what a joke

10/10/2020 5:42 AM

8 noneof the above 10/8/2020 12:28 PM

9 NONE 10/8/2020 12:15 PM

10 Crack down on noise pollution from unmuffled motor cycles and improperly muffled vehicles 10/6/2020 9:02 AM

11 Not enough Police present in our town especially enforcing the school zone speed on St.
Vincent Street.and not enough snow removal on Sykes Street so passengers in cars can get
out and shop on the main Street.

10/5/2020 7:28 PM

12 Spend the money on the entire Municipality of Meaford NOT just the Town of Meaford! 10/5/2020 7:19 PM

13 Fix the 10th concession 10/5/2020 6:48 PM

14 Maintain at current levels 10/5/2020 4:25 PM

15 none at this time!!! 10/5/2020 3:23 PM

16 High speed internet for our area. 10/4/2020 11:21 PM

17 Ideally, no additional tax monies spent on anythig 10/4/2020 12:05 PM

18 None 10/4/2020 9:38 AM

19 Environment preservation. We need to support the ecosystem before we can take from it, or
else we are just adding to an existing debt that we owe back to the earth.

10/3/2020 10:29 PM

20 None. Keep the current service levels. 10/3/2020 1:20 PM

21 Garbage too. But bridges important. Need to get our crops to where they have to go. Bridges
too small or closed.

10/3/2020 12:03 AM

22 Reduce the speeding by vehicles on our road that does not have lighting or sidewalks. Remove
the snow more often.

10/2/2020 1:15 PM

23 no increase 10/2/2020 8:25 AM

24 No increase in any areas 10/2/2020 8:25 AM

25 We need to address the feral and free-roaming cat situation. Cats are major killers of birds and
small mammals and have a negative impact on biodiversity. Consider charging for parking in
certain locations of town.

10/1/2020 11:10 PM

26 None. All ready over spending. 10/1/2020 3:54 PM

27 Removal of dead trees on the road allowances instead of having the trees fall onto the roads.
Safety hazard and an eye sore.

10/1/2020 1:34 PM
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28 Have not seen a police car go by my house in 4 years. I see speeders and careless
drivers.See flooding on the road.

10/1/2020 11:29 AM

29 Pool and arena and other programs for children Need economic development! 9/30/2020 8:03 PM

30 No increase in services 9/30/2020 4:47 PM

31 Other- Increased services should not be considered given our current and near term budget
status. Economic development to increase tax base should continue and be prioritized.

9/30/2020 2:02 PM

32 Would like to see yard waste pick up at home, at least for a couple weeks in spring and fall. I
have a hard time making it to the facility with my work schedule

9/29/2020 8:03 PM

33 Do not spend any extra money.We have our library NOW. 9/29/2020 4:47 PM

34 none status quote start using what we already have-- get rid of by law enforcement unless it is
paying for itself

9/28/2020 6:24 PM

35 None. 9/27/2020 10:41 PM

36 The roads are an embarrassment to this town.Even on Sykes street in front of service Canada
office to Raper park you have to dodge elevated road grates and potholes.What kind of a
message does that send to visitors.

9/27/2020 9:00 PM

37 Replace the aerial fire truck with a 100’ Quint. Do not buy a used truck. The water and sewer
needs to be expanded as the town cannot grow without infrastructure.

9/27/2020 12:16 PM

38 Fix the roads they are the worst in Ontario 9/27/2020 7:15 AM

39 Sewer expansion to broaden development opportunities. 9/26/2020 12:00 PM

40 Downtown needs to be vibrant to attract visitors and locals to spend money. Stores are closing
down left, right and center. Hire people to revitalize Meaford before it becomes a ghost town.
Offer incentives to entrepreneurs to open business here.

9/26/2020 6:21 AM

41 If I am asking you to cut services to maintain current tax levels then I am certainly not asking
you to increase any service levels.

9/25/2020 7:09 PM

42 Taxes are way too high. And do we really need a weekly newsletter? 9/25/2020 4:05 PM

43 What’s the point of paying taxes if you have to buy garbage bag tags? Let’s put money into
something that is actually important not librarys...

9/24/2020 3:16 PM

44 Cemitary Instead of contracting it our. We use to have a beautiful cemitary. Not now 9/23/2020 9:00 PM

45 Change in senior management, so much wasted money 9/23/2020 12:33 PM

46 Increase in enforcing noise byelaws specifically vehicles as well as speeding road racing
especially around the schools

9/22/2020 9:09 AM

47 Make it a plan to have a police contract in place. Our municipality is severely lacking in
coverage

9/22/2020 8:57 AM

48 Harbour redevelopment plan. The new bridge by the harbour allows pedestrian bridge to be
deleted from plan saving money. Move forward with othe pavillion side improvements including
parking lot by coast guard station. Charge and enforce some user fees for patking, camping,
using fishing related services. As it stands the area is a drop in for prople wanting the
municipality to subsidize their recreation. Also, impose a progressive tax by household on
dogs, for example $75 for first dog, $100 for second dog, $150 for third dog etc.

9/22/2020 8:03 AM

49 Just fix our road (10th Conc S) 9/21/2020 3:00 PM

50 Recruiting of health care personn 9/21/2020 1:50 PM

51 Road maintenance and infrastructure repairs are the most important. Good roads will increase
tourism and will result in more people coming to this area not only to visit, eat at local
restaurants, shop, but will want to come and live here as well because of the wonderful
lifestyle we have here. It is imperative that careful planning, putting aside monies for repairing
or improving roads by paving gravel roads, fixing and bridge replacement is done and reviewed
on an annual basis.

9/21/2020 1:09 PM
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52 Na 9/21/2020 9:23 AM

53 I'm not familiar enough with current spending to answer but economic development will help to
create vibrant communities.

9/21/2020 9:18 AM

54 Business and industrial development 9/20/2020 6:36 PM

55 stop TCE pumped storage project 9/19/2020 7:47 PM

56 We need a transfer station set up in Meaford again so people with out trucks don’t have to
drive to millers in owensound.even if bins where set out once a month on a saturday

9/19/2020 7:21 AM

57 Is there enough in the budget for a member of the municipality to update us on our continuous
request to have Miller Street either turned into a one way or have extra signage and lights?
Never mind actually implementing anything.

9/18/2020 10:09 PM

58 I would not necessarily recommend an increase in any spending this year. 9/18/2020 7:29 PM

59 property standards 9/18/2020 12:17 PM

60 Question is not clear No idea what is spent now. Inaccurate responses will occur. 9/18/2020 7:06 AM

61 Safe pedestrian road crossings 9/17/2020 9:35 PM

62 Do not raise the budget of any areas. Reduce the By-Law Enforcement and library services. 9/17/2020 7:45 PM

63 Blue Dolphin pool nerd attention. Not everyone in meaford is a seniors citizen. You want to
keep and attract more families to meaford? Make our parks functional and beautify the town.
Get rid of empty buildings. Make landowners do something with them.

9/17/2020 6:47 PM

64 We have very minimal police coverage, not sure where all the money has been going since the
contract was not renewed as my taxes certainly didn't drop. Recreational facilities!? weren't
they just considering closing the arena? Pool closed all summer and isn't useable for most of
the year as it has never been enclosed. Not one soccer pitch for the youth of this town! Fire
services are overfunded as it is. Bylaw enforcement is non existent...they work on "voluntary
compliance" apparently. Enough is spent on Community and Economic Development. Library
services have just drained the Town budget. Partly because senior management did not do
"due dilligence" before agreeing to purchase. There should have been an engineering study
done on the suitability of the site. If this had been overlooked in the private sector they would
have been terminated however I suspect nothing was said to them. Waste Management is
reasonable however in the summer months 2 weeks is a long time between waste pickup.
Cultural Services...the Meaford Hall which we were assured would be "self sustainable" is
nowhere near that, the Municipality certainly does not need to spend good money after bad.

9/17/2020 5:54 PM

65 Get a recreation type centre with an indoor pool gym courts etc 9/17/2020 12:47 PM

66 Please continue to plan and prepare for retaining or replacing the Blue Dolphin pool 9/16/2020 9:14 PM

67 Noise by-law enforcement, especially motor bike noise 9/16/2020 7:16 PM

68 None 9/16/2020 4:17 PM

69 Do you not have enough municipal staff at present for all those other services? And why are
you constantly hiring more people. You had paid people sitting at home all winter, when there
was lots of things they could have done, while remaining 'social distancing".

9/16/2020 2:07 PM

70 No areas need bigger budgets 9/16/2020 11:04 AM

71 services for children. 9/16/2020 7:52 AM

72 Affordable housing 9/16/2020 5:16 AM

73 Algonquin Drive is in deplorable condition and continues to deteriorate rapidly. The potholes are
not even filled anymore.

9/16/2020 4:33 AM

74 Lakeview Cemetery has been horribly maintained the last few years. Should be brought back
to the care it previously had. This community needs The Blue Dolphin pool.

9/16/2020 2:54 AM

75 Fitness facility that is affordable 9/15/2020 10:09 PM

76 Actives first kids 9/15/2020 8:59 PM
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77 We need to do more to entice tourism to meaford starting with expanding the assets we have
(harbour, meaford hall) and work on refilling vacant storefronts and addressing abandoned
properties with things that will draw people. Right now these properties are making our town
look shabby and we are getting a poor reputation.

9/15/2020 7:15 PM

78 No more spending 9/15/2020 6:57 PM

79 It's ridiculous to have to specify only 2. 9/15/2020 5:03 PM
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Q8 Select two (2) service areas where you would like to see fewer tax
dollars spent.

Answered: 464 Skipped: 50
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3.02% 14

12.72% 59

7.33% 34

21.98% 102

9.48% 44

22.84% 106

2.16% 10

7.97% 37

48.49% 225

7.97% 37

3.66% 17

38.58% 179

17.24% 80

Total Respondents: 464  

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Road Maintenance (Including winter road maintenance)

Recreation Facilities (arena, halls, pool, etc.)

Park Maintenance and Grass Cutting

Municipal Communications (newsletters, website, social media, etc,)

Fire Services (fire prevention and public education)

Bylaw Enforcement (including parking enforcement and animal control)

Infrastructure Repairs and Replacement (roads, bridges, water infrastructure)

Community and Economic Development

Library Services

Police Services

Waste Management

Cultural Services (Meaford Museum, Meaford Hall, and programming)

Other (please specify)
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# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Planting more polinator gardens could cut the cost over a few years of grass cutting. 10/16/2020 5:53 PM

2 All are important to a healthy community 10/16/2020 9:34 AM

3 I do not see wish to see cuts to these services. Maintain services and increase taxes as
necessary.

10/16/2020 7:34 AM

4 All of the services listed can be maintained and improved if the Municipality made efficient
delivery of these services with less dollars being spent on staff, facilities and equipment.

10/15/2020 3:03 PM

5 we get nothing for our taxes any way 10/14/2020 10:27 PM

6 Undecided 10/11/2020 3:38 PM

7 paying for facebook ad's seems like a strange way to get this survey out, albeit it did work on
me... the ROI on the economic development for this town seems quite low with downtown a
ghost town most weekends and nothing but a handful of bars ans restaurants leading the entire
core.

10/10/2020 5:42 AM

8 I think maintaining the level of service is necessary. 10/8/2020 9:32 PM

9 Reduce over-spending on new town library; maintain Union Library spend 10/8/2020 12:15 PM

10 On sidewalks and boulevards that are not needed or maintained like Thompson st and
Grandview dr.

10/7/2020 10:22 PM

11 None of the above. 10/7/2020 11:27 AM

12 Difficult choice! 10/7/2020 10:23 AM

13 Staff payroll 10/6/2020 9:06 PM

14 specifically, would not like Memorial park trails to be standardized. 10/6/2020 11:11 AM

15 Council & staff salary’s reduction. Notably those over 100k. Your job is not that valuable... 10/6/2020 8:49 AM

16 Fix the 10th concession 10/5/2020 6:48 PM

17 Municipal wages are out of control. Equipment needs maintained not abused and replaced. 10/5/2020 2:36 PM

18 more efficient staffing at city hall 10/5/2020 6:19 AM

19 Redistribution of tax dollars spending to provide services for outlying areas.we live in
Leith/Annan area and our roads are a mess.

10/4/2020 11:21 PM

20 reduce paper communications - go electronic 10/4/2020 4:22 PM

21 Ideally cuts to all would be reasonable 10/4/2020 12:05 PM

22 None.keep current service levels 10/3/2020 1:20 PM

23 Public housing 10/3/2020 8:49 AM

24 The other category might allow me to identify "Cultural Services" along with other aspects of
the budget. As a Meaford resident, we only go to Meaford (the Town) a few times in the year.
But what a mighty fine sign there is outside of the Town... and all of the other ill conceived
investments that are underutilized by a vast majority of the residents. It would be swell to see
some of those investments and the finances diverted elsewhere. We moved here a number of
years ago and heard complaints about the funding being spent frivolously on capital and other
expenses in the Town. Initially we didn't think it was as bad as described, but now it's quite
evident. Why doesn't Meaford want to "play" nicely with it's neighbours? We have to pay more
for soccer leagues than other locals when joining in with Owen Sound teams. Constant issues
with library services and changes to policies with other jurisdictions. And most of all, why are
we paying $500,000 for the duplication of service when paying for the Community Safety and
Well-being survey? This has already been paid for by the Counties and we are literally wasting
a half a million dollars. Why are we paying for this exactly? How is the Meaford plan going to
be remotely comprehensive in relation to the one done jointly by the other 16 municipalities
and 2 counties? With a yearly budget of $100,000... I am certain that money could be better
invested.

10/2/2020 4:09 PM
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25 All services are important for the community to function well 10/2/2020 1:13 PM

26 Don’t know 10/1/2020 11:10 PM

27 Retain the current staffing level 10/1/2020 1:58 PM

28 To many employees Did not need Library 10/1/2020 11:29 AM

29 Monies to other municipalities for services not well used or costly to run 9/30/2020 5:45 PM

30 I would prioritize services that are related to health and safety. 9/30/2020 2:02 PM

31 Planning and development department - They don't promote development in Meaford. There is
very little growth in this town and that small amount is difficult to get through. There is
opportunity but they need to promote and work with developers. If there is nothing going on,
why keep the department at all?

9/30/2020 8:43 AM

32 No cuts 9/28/2020 12:01 PM

33 Too much money spent on a modern designed library that does not blend in and reflect the
history of the Old Paul’s Hotel site.

9/27/2020 9:00 PM

34 Administration 9/27/2020 7:07 PM

35 The library is the largest waste of money yet. Council that made that decision should have
been removed...it’s ridiculous.

9/27/2020 12:16 PM

36 staff and administration costs 9/27/2020 9:11 AM

37 I would like our community centre designated as a seniors centre. Lots of gov’t grants for
seniors facilities. Town could make space available for many groups to use the facility. Talk to
Town of Wiarton. They did it in Sauble. Town gets the grants. Seniors benefit.

9/26/2020 6:29 PM

38 Staff wages 9/26/2020 12:00 PM

39 There's too much snow plowing and snow removal. 9/26/2020 9:41 AM

40 Snow plows seen plowing bare road. Unnecessary moving of snow from urban Meaford to
snow dump (let it stay on the streets like other towns do) - only makes sense for downtown.
Have people shovel their ow sidewalks if they have them.

9/26/2020 9:03 AM

41 Too difficult to answer 9/25/2020 10:59 PM

42 Hazardous waste depot is a HUGE joke. Waiting in line for hours, idling, to drop off hazardous
waste. Please look to other municipalities to adopt a better system for this.

9/25/2020 4:05 PM

43 Consider recycling pick-ups every two weeks. Ask homeowners to clear sidewalks - with
volunteers for those who need help. Staff only responsible to public areas.

9/25/2020 3:50 PM

44 None of the above 9/24/2020 11:27 PM

45 Wastes of money. 9/24/2020 3:16 PM

46 Such a loaded question, I don’t want our town to disappear and get swallowed up. All of the
above are important

9/24/2020 7:50 AM

47 Staff 9/23/2020 9:00 PM

48 Outside consultants 9/23/2020 3:08 PM

49 Strange the treasury dept is not an option. 9/23/2020 12:33 PM

50 None of the choices seem like areas that should be cut 9/23/2020 5:17 AM

51 Meaford Hall is a failure to launch. Unload it Libraries are a thing of the past...seize technology
and reduce brick and mortar costs Attract new businesses and entrepreneurs

9/22/2020 7:59 PM

52 Less manpower and water washing the red trucks 9/22/2020 9:29 AM

53 Fix our road (10th Conc S) 9/21/2020 3:00 PM

54 Police service costs are very high and their presence is not seen in the rural areas.
Fundraising to improve halls, etc can be spearheaded by volunteers and applications for

9/21/2020 1:09 PM
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Government funding can be done as well.

55 I am not familiar enough with current spending to answer this question. 9/21/2020 9:18 AM

56 the number of town owned vehicles and control of the number of times supervisors use town
vehicles as if they owned them

9/20/2020 8:44 PM

57 Less civil servants for better results 9/20/2020 6:36 PM

58 None of the above. They are all important. Hence the need for a wider tax base. 9/20/2020 12:32 PM

59 well after hearing the absurd and outrageous price for cleaning up rapers park, use volunteers
and put that money to bring businesses to this community. lower prices for building permits
and making building in meaford a positive experience instead of a negative one that is
happening right now. who wants of come to meaford when it costs so much money to even
decide to build. insist on owners of the empty homes or buildings in town, repair/tear down/
improve if nothing has been done in over a year (all of downtown). it seems like everything is
so negative when coming to building or starting a business in this town. it's so sad.

9/19/2020 8:05 PM

60 I cannot select 2 areas because they are all important services. In my opinion, it appears
Covid had showed us how we can travel less for meetings, so meetings with other
municipalities, can now be done just as effectively by webinar session, cutting out the cost of
travel, overnight stays and cost of meals which would all come out of "town coffers". As
wonderful as it is to get away from the office every now and again and missing "in person"
networking, for the unforeseen future, our town staff has no choice but to proceed in this
manner - it seems there should be a great savings from not sending staff on seminars?

9/19/2020 4:27 PM

61 Undecided, would need to research how much is spent where 9/19/2020 6:47 AM

62 Wouldn't want to see budget cuts in any of these areas. 9/18/2020 10:09 PM

63 Reduce wasteful and unnecessary spending and support residents in a better manner. 9/18/2020 7:29 PM

64 Employee salaries 9/18/2020 2:58 PM

65 Same as above, 9/18/2020 7:06 AM

66 Over staffing and wages 9/18/2020 7:01 AM

67 Staff levels. 9/17/2020 5:54 PM

68 Meaford Hall and Library specifically 9/16/2020 9:14 PM

69 I moved here from Alberta six years ago. While living in Alberta I volunteered at my local
library for several years and was taught to preform all aspects of running a library. A couple of
years ago I put in a request to volunteer for our Meaford Library and was asked what I had
done in my past history. I told the Librarian what I did and she was astonished. Told me that at
this library only librarians were allowed to do all of that. Maybe if they trained their volunteers
better and gave them more responsibility they could cut some of their costs. Needless to say I
was told their volunteer list was huge and I was sent on my way.

9/16/2020 1:44 PM

70 I would like them all reduced Eliminate non mandatory expenses 9/16/2020 11:04 AM

71 Too much upper level staff in most departments. 9/16/2020 4:33 AM

72 You know all of those things are important 9/16/2020 3:34 AM

73 Hiring consultants to make the recommendations for council rather than council driving the
bus. All too often members are driven to make poor decisions by responding to a few angry
emails rather than practical decisions. If you don't have the confidence to make your own
decisions, you aren't in the right line of work!

9/15/2020 10:25 PM

74 Don’t necessarily want to cut these, just keep the same 9/15/2020 7:15 PM

75 As above. 9/15/2020 5:03 PM

76 There has to be cost savings by sharing services with perhaps owen sound police and fire
service? Some sort of first response or automatic response to places like leith, Annan,
Rockford, immediate areas could help keep costs down for both municipalities

9/15/2020 3:53 PM

77 Stop wasting money on fire department when they are already over eqquiped. 9/15/2020 3:48 PM
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78 Less municipal staff 9/15/2020 3:37 PM

79 none 9/15/2020 3:33 PM

80 Stop using hardcopy and mail for communication...it's wasteful. Offer it as an opt in for those
without internet, but continue using Facebook and your website as the primary method of
communication.

9/15/2020 3:12 PM
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31.51% 150

34.45% 164

57.35% 273

18.07% 86

20.38% 97

9.87% 47

3.78% 18

13.87% 66

Q9 Select two (2) areas where you would like to see your tax dollars
invested into community initiatives:

Answered: 476 Skipped: 38

Total Respondents: 476  

Affordable
Housing

Doctor
Recruitment

Business
Attraction

Market Square
(Transformin...

Green
Initiatives ...

None

Undecided

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Affordable Housing

Doctor Recruitment

Business Attraction

Market Square (Transforming it into an event/performance space)

Green Initiatives to Combat Climate Change

None

Undecided

Other (please specify)
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# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Tough I could chose 4 areas. 10/16/2020 5:53 PM

2 Affordeable needed, not attainable 10/16/2020 2:30 PM

3 Primary health care recruitment including family doctors but not exclusive to physician
recruitment

10/16/2020 9:34 AM

4 We need a tree planting program our municipality. Require large green spaces in new
developments. Limit the number of square feet in new home builds to prevent massive
buildings. We need to be energy smart. Wasting energy to heat and cool these oversized
homes is wasteful and harmful to our environment. The concert series in the market square
were terrific and should definitely be supported. They were attracting lots of locals and tourists.
I do not think this area should be permanently converted to a performance space. We need the
parking in the downtown.

10/16/2020 7:34 AM

5 Harbor area removing  junk yard or charging him at least $10,000.00 a year for
usage and storage.

10/16/2020 6:24 AM

6 Working with nearby Municipalities could assist with doctor recruitment and business attraction
- joint efforts to maximize benefit & reduce cost.

10/15/2020 4:32 PM

7 Council needs to instruct staff to add a new line in the budget for doctor recruitment, with
annual budget of $75,000 until there are enough doctors to meet the demand.

10/15/2020 7:52 AM

8 Recycling program must include plastic ‘ film’ it’s irresponsible not to include it 10/11/2020 3:38 PM

9 without a downtown worth walking around in, its hard to call it a downtown 10/10/2020 5:42 AM

10 Develop infrastructure services to attract new residents - quality food services, doctors,
modern building code without “old” Meafordite prejudices against height and maintenance of a
1950’s mind set

10/7/2020 11:11 PM

11 more options for recreational uses. 10/6/2020 5:33 PM

12 Affordable housing for young, WORKING people, to be able to settle down and start family
comfortably.

10/6/2020 2:01 PM

13 Make affordable housing more obtainable and monitor residence. Encourage growth and the
means for them to move out & onwards. Current policies and alternative housing costs prevent
residence from seeking higher employment and independence....

10/6/2020 8:49 AM

14 adequate road shoulders in rural municipal roads and repair of roads in a effective manner 10/5/2020 7:19 PM

15 Fix the 10th concession 10/5/2020 6:48 PM

16 I don't live in Meaford and don't use ANY of its facilities at all, I might as well pay my taxes to
Toronto

10/5/2020 6:19 AM

17 Bring more jobs to the town. I'm leaving because I can't afford to live in Meaford. 2 people
working and still can't live here.

10/4/2020 5:14 PM

18 I have chosen the green initiatives and "other" because, there are some green initiatives that
would hopefully be revenue neutral and perhaps even profitable in time. These investments
should be made, as in the long run, the benefits should continue and the money can then be
reinvested towards affordable housing initiatives. The "Other" category is chosen because the
Market Square idea sounds like another capital investment into the Town of Meaford and not
the Municipality of Meaford. We live on a dirt road that receives minimal maintenance. While I
am not demanding more (though it would be nice to have a bit more maintenance), more
investments to the Town would further the imbalance and enrage more residents. I honestly
struggle to understand how the Municipality cries poor (and raises taxes) in order for the Town
to keep getting more improvements and these ill advised plans, while the remainder of the
Municipality seems to get subpar treatment. When is the next election? - rhetorical question

10/2/2020 4:09 PM

19 Conservation lands, trails and access for all seasons 10/1/2020 5:44 PM

20 Green is a waste of time 9/30/2020 8:03 PM

21 Programs for the development of skills necessary to find gainful employment. These programs
need to have transportation as part of the program. Lack of available transport is a HUGE

9/30/2020 5:45 PM
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Q14 Please provide any additional comments that you would like to be
considered during the 2021 Budget deliberations.

Answered: 225 Skipped: 289


































