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The Corporation of the Municipality of Meaford 

By-law Number 2018-86 

Being a by-law to regulate the use and operation of parks 
and open spaces 

Whereas, Section 5 (3) of the Municipal Act, S.O. 2001, c.25 provides that 
municipal power shall be exercised by by-law; and 

Whereas, Section 9 of said Act provides municipalities with broad authority 
to legislate on matters related to the spheres of jurisdiction outlined in 

section 11; and 

Whereas, Section 11(1) of said Act authorizes the Municipality to pass by-

laws relating to culture, parks, recreation and heritage; and 

Whereas, Section 119 of the Municipal Act provides that a local municipality 
may, for the purpose of public safety, prohibit or regulate the discharge of 

guns or other firearms, air-guns, spring-guns, cross-bows, long-bows or any 
other weapon; 

Whereas, Section 128 of the Municipal Act provides that a local municipality 
may prohibit and regulate with respect to public nuisances, including matters 

that, in the opinion of council, are or could become or cause public 
nuisances; 

Whereas, Section 130 of the Municipal Act provides that a municipality may 
regulate matters not specifically provided for by this Act or any other Act for 

purposes related to the health, safety and well-being of the inhabitants of 
the municipality; 

Whereas, the Corporation of the Municipality of Meaford is the owner of 
public parks and open spaces in the Municipality of Meaford; 

Whereas, Council has previously directed staff to bring forward a “Park Use 

By-law’ for the regulation and operation of parks and open spaces; and 

Whereas, Council of the Municipality of Meaford deems it expedient and 

necessary to enact a by-law to regulate the use and operation of parks and 
open spaces. 
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The Council of the Corporation of the Municipality of Meaford enacts 

as follows: 

Part I – General  

1.0 Definitions 

1.1 "All-Terrain vehicle" or "ATV" means an off-road vehicle that: 

a) has four wheels, the tires of which are all in contact with 
the ground;  

b) has steering handlebars; 

c) has a seat that is designated to be straddled by the driver; 

and 

d) is designed to carry a driver only and no passengers, or a 

driver and one passenger, if the vehicle has one passenger 
seat that is designed to be straddled by the passenger 

while sitting facing forward behind the driver, and is 
equipped with the foot rests for the passenger that are 

separate from the foot rests for the driver. 

1.2 “Authorized Parking” means an area of a park or recreation 
designated area set aside for or established for the parking of 

motor vehicles, which may have posted regulations with respect 
to the use of the area. 

1.3 “Authorized sign” means any sign, notice, or other device placed 
or erected in or upon a park, under the authority of this By-law. 

1.4 “Bicycle” includes a tricycle, unicycle, a MAC (Motor Assisted 
Cycle) or Pedelec (Pedal Electric Cycle). A MAC or Pedelec is a 

two-wheeled or three-wheeled cycle with a seat, pedals and an 
electric motor that is 500 watts or less AND bicycle-style pedals 

for manual primary propulsion. MACs and Pedelecs are cycles 
that combine the pedal power of bicycles with the power 

assistance of an electric motor. Bicycle does not include a 
internal combustion motor assisted bicycle or LSM (Limited 

Speed Motorcycle). 

1.5 “Camp” means to erect a structure, hut, or tent for the purpose 
of providing shelter. 
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1.6 “Control” includes care and custody. 

1.7 “Council” means the elected Council of the Municipality of 
Meaford. 

1.8 “Designated area” means an area defined or constructed for a 
specific use which may include posted conditions. 

1.9 “Division” means the Parks and Facility Operations division of the 
Municipality of Meaford or other such division with responsibility 

for the operation and maintenance of parks and open spaces. 

1.10 “Domesticated animal” means an animal of a species of 

vertebrates that has been domesticated by humans so as to live 
and breed in a tame condition and depend on humankind for 

survival. 

1.11 “Emergency Vehicle” means a police, fire, search and rescue, or 

ambulance vehicle or watercraft. 

1.12 “Hiking Trail” means any area that has been marked or posted 

for the purpose of hiking, snow shoeing, cross country skiing or 

running by the public, but is not pavement or concrete. 

1.13 “Manager” means the Manager, Parks & Facility Operations, or 

other such municipal staff member with responsibility for the 
management of the division. 

1.14 “Municipal Employee” means any person employed by the 
Municipality of Meaford for the purposes of park maintenance or 

municipal law enforcement, including persons hired under 
contract. 

1.15 “Municipal Park” shall mean any parkland that is, or hereafter 
established, dedicated, set apart or made available for the 

purposes of recreational use, including but not limited to sports 
fields, pavilions, picnic areas, playgrounds, parkettes, open 

spaces, tennis court, and such other recreational uses as may be 
established from time to time and shall include parking lots 

provided in conjunction with public parks and trails. 

1.16 “Officer” means a Municipal Law Enforcement Officer as 
appointed by the Council of the Corporation of the Municipality of 

Meaford, or an OPP Officer, or a Provincial Offences Officer or 
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other duly appointed individual. 

1.17 “Organized Sport or Activity” means a sport, game, or activity 
pre-planned by a group or organization whether or not formally 

constituted and whether or not the players or members wear 
uniforms. 

1.18 “Parking area” means an area that is physically laid out and/or 
improved for the purpose of parking vehicles or that is 

designated by an official sign for such purpose in, on, or by 
Municipal parkland or property owned by the Municipality. 

1.19 “Parkland” means any and all lands owned by or made available 
by lease, agreement or otherwise to the Municipality that has 

been or hereafter may be set apart, designated, dedicated or 
established by Council as public parkland. 

1.20 “Person” means any individual, unincorporated association or 
organization, firm, partnership, private club, corporation, agent 

or trustees and the heirs, executors, administrators, or other 

legal representatives or a person to whom, the context can apply 
according to the by-law. 

1.21 “Playground Equipment” means an area or structure used for 
outdoor recreation such as slides, swings etc. 

1.22 “Recreational Off-Highway Vehicle” means an off-road vehicle 
that: 

a) has four or more wheels, the tires of which are all in 
contact with the ground; 

b) has a steering wheel for steering control; 

c) has seats that are not designed to be straddled; and  

d) has an engine displacement equal to or less than 1,000 
cubic centimeters. 

1.23 “Refuse” or “Waste” includes but is not limited to paper 
wrappers, food containers, discarded food, disposable eating 

utensils, newspapers, drink containers of all kinds, disposable 

diapers, broken glass, grass clippings, and inert fill of any kind. 

1.24 “Roadway” means an area that is physically laid out and/or 
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improved for use by vehicular traffic, except where posted as a 

service road for Municipal vehicles only. 

1.25 “Running at large” means an animal found in any place other 

than the premises of the owner or person having care, custody 
or control of the animal, and not secured by leash, and not 

under the control of a competent person. 

1.26 “Service Animal” means a dog that has been certified by a 

nationally recognized organization or association in providing 
assistance to a person by means of guiding, hearing or providing 

the necessary emotional therapy to a person with a disability or 
impairment. 

1.27 “Service Vehicle” means any municipal vehicle, fire emergency 
vehicle, law enforcement vehicle or contractor’s vehicle used in 

the maintenance of a park. 

1.28 “Skateboard” means a form of conveyance without self-

propulsion consisting of any number of wheels attached to a flat 

surface which is designed to support the weight of a rider. 

1.29 “Sports Field” means an area in a park set aside for use in 

sports, such as football, soccer, baseball, softball, etc. requiring 
open space. 

1.30 “Vehicle” means any means of transportation propelled or driven 
by any kind of power, including muscular power, and includes 

trailers intended to be drawn, propelled or moved by a vehicle, 
but excludes a wheelchair or similar device (powered or 

otherwise) used by an individual due to a disability, baby 
carriage or cart, child’s wagon, child’s stroller, child’s sleigh or 

other conveyance of like nature. 

1.31 “Washroom” means any permanent or temporary structure or 

portion of a structure that contains a toilet or urinal and wash 
basin and which is owned, leased or operated by the 

Municipality. 

2.0 Applicability 

2.1 The provisions of this by-law shall apply to all municipal 

parkland, as defined in Schedules A and B, attached hereto and 
forming part of this by-law. 
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2.2 The Municipal Director with responsibility for Parks and Facilities 

shall have the delegated authority to apply the provisions of this 
by-law to additional parks and open spaces on either a 

temporary or permanent basis. 

2.3 In cases where the Director has acted in accordance with section 

2.2, signage shall be installed at the park or open space in 
question to notify users of the applicable regulations.  

Part II – Municipal Parks 

3.0 Hours of Operation 

3.1 All Municipal Parks shall be deemed to close at 11:00 p.m. and 
shall remain closed until 7:00 a.m. during May 1st to October 

31st annually.  

3.2 Any person remaining in a Municipal Park during the time period 

when the park is closed, including any person on or in a vehicle, 
shall be subject to the Trespass to Property Act. 

3.3 This section shall not apply to an Officer or Municipal Employee 

while on duty and for the purpose of carrying out their duties. 

4.0 No Maintenance 

4.1 Between the dates of November 1st and April 30th annually, there 
shall be no maintenance of any municipal park or open space. 

4.2 Municipal parks and open spaces are therefore no longer 
maintained to the same level as between May 1st and October 

31st annually.  

4.3 The Municipal Director with responsibility for Parks and Facilities 

shall have the delegated authority to restrict access to certain 
areas of municipal parks and open spaces to ensure public 

safety.  

5.0 Code of Conduct 

5.1 Persons shall use municipal parks and open spaces in accordance 
with the terms of this by-law, and in a manner respectful to 

other persons and property.  

5.2 No personal shall:  
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a) Indulge in any riotous, boisterous, violent, threatening, or 

illegal conduct or use profane or abusive language. 

b) Cast, throw, or in any way propel any object in such a 

manner to endanger or cause injury or damage to any 
person or property. 

c) Loiter, spy, accost, frighten, annoy or otherwise disturb 
other persons. 

d) In any way interfere with the use and enjoyment of the 
Municipal Park or Municipal open space by other persons. 

e) Engage in public urination. 

Part III – Prohibitions 

6.0 Firearms, Weapons and Fireworks 

6.1 While in a Municipal Park, no person shall be in possession of or 

use any firearm, torpedo, air gun, paint ball guns, bow and 
arrow, axe or offensive weapon of any kind. 

6.2 No person shall, in a Municipal Park or Municipal open space, 

ignite, discharge or set off any fireworks except as a fireworks 
display authorized by the Municipality and in compliance with the 

Fireworks and Fireworks By-law. 

7.0 Injury and Damage 

7.1 No person shall in any Municipal Park or Municipal open space: 

a) Climb any building, structure or equipment unless it is 

designed for climbing purposes. 

b) Destroy, or cut, mark, break, dig, pull up or burn or in any 

way damage, injure, remove or deface; any tree, flower, 
flower bed, bush, shrub, plant, sod, grass or other 

vegetation, soil, sand, gravel or wood or any monument, 
fountain, bridge, wall, seat, bench, structure or equipment 

or any appurtenance thereof. 

c) In any manner disturb ground which is under repair, 

prepared for planting, has been newly seeded or sodded or 

is in an area posted to that effect. 
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8.0 Garbage 

8.1 No person shall in any Municipal Park or Municipal open space: 

a) Dispose or dump of household garbage, litter, tree 

trimmings, or like refuse, except that which is generated 
through the normal use of the Municipal Park or Municipal 

open space. 

b) Dump or deposit snow, fill, soil, building or construction 

materials. 

c) Dump or drain onto any soils or into any waters of any 

pool, pond, lake, stream, fountain or watercourse of any 
kind any material, toxic or otherwise. 

d) Dispose of or dump fish remains except in municipally 
supplied receptacles in areas where fishing is permitted. 

9.0 Campfires 

9.1 No person shall, in a Municipal Park or Municipal open space 

light, build or stoke a fire or bonfire. 

10.0 Camping and Lodging 

10.1 No person shall dwell, camp, or lodge in a Municipal Park or 

Municipal open space.  

11.0 Tents and Structures 

11.1 Unless authorized by permit, no person shall place, install and or 
erect any temporary or permanent tent structure in any 

Municipal Park or Municipal open space. 

12.0 Bicycles, Roller Skates and Skateboards 

12.1 No person shall obstruct, inconvenience or endanger other users 
while operating or utilizing a bicycle, roller skates, in-line roller 

skates, skateboards, or like conveyances. 

13.0 ATVs and Recreational Off-Highway Vehicle 

13.1 No person shall ride, drive, or be in the possession or control of 
an ATV or recreational off-highway vehicle in any Municipal Park 
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or Municipal open space. 

13.2 Subsection 12.1 above does not apply to such vehicles operated 
by Municipal Employees, Fire, Police, or EMS / Ambulance, for 

the purpose of carrying out their duties. 

14.0 Animals 

14.1 No person shall bring or permit any animal in a Municipal Park, 
including a horse or pony, except a domesticated animal, 

including but not limited to a cat or dog. 

14.2 Domesticated animals must be in the care and control of a 

competent person, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Municipality’s Animal Control By-law. 

14.3 Notwithstanding section 13.1 above, dogs are permitted off-
leash in municipal parks as specified in the Municipality’s Dogs 

Off-Leash Areas by-law. 

15.0 Sale of Merchandise, Trade or Business 

15.1 No person shall, in a Municipal Park or at a Municipal open 

space, sell or offer or display for sale any food, drink or 
refreshment, any goods, wares, merchandise or articles including 

promotional material, souvenirs and novelties, unless authorized 
by the Manager. 

Part IV – Enforcement 

16.0 Enforcement 

16.1 An Officer shall enforce the provision of this by-law.  

16.2 No person shall obstruct, hinder, or otherwise interfere with a 

duly appointed Officer exercising any power, authority, or 
performing a duty as permitted under the provisions of this by-

law.  

17.0 Penalty 

17.1 Every person who contravenes any provisions of the By-law is 
guilty of an offence under the provisions of the Provincial 

Offences Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.P-33 as amended, and is liable on 

conviction to a fine not exceeding $5,000, exclusive of costs, 
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subject to the provisions of the Provincial Offences Act.  

17.2 Persons committing an offence as defined in this by-law may be 
prosecuted under the Trespass to Property Act. 

Part IV – Other Matters  

18.0 Liability 

18.1 The provisions of this by-law shall not be construed as relieving 
or limiting the responsibility of any person using municipal parks 

or open spaces for personal injury or property damage resulting 
from the negligence or willful acts of such person. 

18.2 The provisions of this section shall not be construed as imposing 
on the Corporation of the Municipality of Meaford, its officers, 

employees, servants, agents and contractors any responsibility 
or liability for the enforcement of the provisions of this by-law.  

19.0 Validity 

19.1 In the event any provision, or part thereof, of this by-law is 

found by a court of competent jurisdiction to be ultra vires, such 

provision, or part thereof, shall be deemed to be severed, and 
the remaining portion of such provision and all other provisions 

of this by-law shall remain in full force and effect.  

20.0 Repeal 

20.1 That by-law 2018-68 is hereby repealed.  

21.0 Short Title  

21.1 This by-law shall be known as the “Park Use By-law”. 

22.0 Effective Date  

22.1 This by-law shall come into force and take effect upon passing. 

Read a first, second and third time and finally passed this 19th day 

of November, 2018. 
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Barb Clumpus, Mayor 

 

Matthew Smith, Clerk 
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The Corporation of the Municipality of Meaford 

By-law Number 2018-86 

Schedule A – List of Parks 

Parks 

Annan Ball Park 

Beautiful Joe Park 

Bognor Park 

David Johnston Park 

Fred Raper Park 

Irish Mountain Lookout 

McCarroll Park 

Peter Cameron Park 

St. Vincent Park 

William Croft Athletic Fields 

Parkettes 

Bayfield Street Public Beach (former boat launch) 

Holmes Lookout 

Leith Beach Park 

Lombard Street Parkette 

Nelson Square Parkette 

Station Hill Park 

Open Space 

Blue Dolphin Pool 
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Bognor Hall 

Legion Park 

Meaford & St. Vincent Community Centre 

Riverside Community Hall 

Woodford Hall 
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The Corporation of the Municipality of Meaford 

By-law Number 2018-86 

Schedule B – Maps of Parks 

Parks 

Annan Ball Park 

 

Beautiful Joe Park 
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Bognor Park 

 
 

David Johnston Park 
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Fred Raper Park 

 
 

Irish Mountain Lookout 
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McCarroll Park 

 

 

Peter Cameron Park
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St. Vincent Park 

 

William Croft Athletic Fields
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Parkettes 

Bayfield Street Public Beach (former boat launch) 

 
 

Holmes Lookout 
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Leith Beach Park 

 

Lombard Street Parkette 
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Nelson Square Parkette 

 

Station Hill Park 
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Open Space 

Blue Dolphin Pool 

 

Bognor Hall 
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Legion Park 

 

Meaford & St. Vincent Community Centre 
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Riverside Community Hall 

 

Woodford Hall 

 

 


